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" COVE VWHAT MAY"
FADE FROM BLACK

EXT. SNOW FALLI NG ON TREES AND PASTURES - DAY

A steady flurry of snow graces the gray skies and wi nter
countrysi de.

CALEB (V.Q)
When | was young, ny father told ne
not to wal k barefoot in the clover;
|"d get stung by a bee. Thing is,
|"d done it lot’s of tines, never
got stung, so | didn't believe him
He said, "people believe what they
choose to..

FADE TO BLACK
FADE | N:

EXT. COLLEGE CAMPUS - DAY

Col | ege students go on about their daily lives, walking to
and from cl ass.

CALEB (V. Q)
... but you need to believe the
truth.

CALEB sits in an open field with his Bible, in deep
t hought .

CALEB (V. Q)
What you believe detern nes what
you will do." | was nineteen before

| understood that.
Cal eb’ s opens his eyes.
FADE TO BLACK
FADE | N:



EXT. VARI QUS CAMPUS LOCATI ONS - NI GHT/ DAY
-Students study on cenent canpus steps.
-Trees tower above a | ovely | awn.
-Col l ege buildings are illum nated at night.
-A dusty red sky peers behind tree branch sil houettes ect...
FADE TO BLACK
FADE | N:

EXT. ESTABLI SHI NG - UNI VERSI TY - DAY
Ni ce University building, students on canpus.

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. DON S BI OLOGY CLASS ROOM - DAY

DON sits at the head of an enpty classroom going through
papers. Anatony posters are on the walls and a m croscope
rests on the desk.

A pair of hands gently place a 700-page manuscri pt, w apped
with big rubber bands, on the desk. Don continues witing,
| ooki ng down.

DON
What did you think?

lt’s his son, Caleb. He tosses a baseball side to side as he
speaks.

CALEB
Well, for a biology textbook, it’s
pretty good.

DON
(Still 1ooking down) Hni
CALEB
Cone on Dad, you know ne. M ght ’ of
ski pped sonme of the scientific..
chapters.
(beat)
But hey, | can’t wait til it cones

out in hardback

Don flips a page in his book.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

DON
(Sarcastically)
Yeah.

CALEB
It’s a no-brainer publishing that.

DON
(Doubt ful)
Doesn’t fit the liberal university
t enpl at e.

CALEB
(Di sm ssing Don’s doubt)
Right. It’Il sell like crazy.
You' |l find a publisher.

DON
(See that’s what worries nme. |
publish that,
(beat)
| probably won’t make tenure.)

CALEB
Nah!

Fat her and son stare at each other in uncertainty and
si | ence.

CALEB
(Changi ng the subject)
Hey cone on, | want to show you
somet hi ng.

Don rises to | eave.

DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. PHC - DAY

A grand, red brick sign for Patrick Henry Coll ege.
FOUNDER S HALL lies in the distance.

DI SSOLVE TO:
Cal eb gets out of the car.

CALEB (V. Q)
Ki nda ni ce, huh?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

DON (V. O
Yeah. ..

Fat her and son and stand together, |eaning on the front of

the car, |ooking at Founder’s Hall

DON
lt’s awfully small
CALEB
Vell | don’t care how big it is,

just how good it is.
Don turns to Cal eb. Stares.

DON
You really want to transfer.

CALEB
It’s got the best Moot Court team
I N THE country.

DON
It’s good training.

CALEB
Ohit’s the best training. It’'s
al nost |i ke debating the Suprene
Court.

DON
VWll, it'’s fine with ne.

A broodi ng pause. Caleb turns to his father,
wor ri ed.

CALEB
What about Monf

DON
Yup.

Fat her and son stare onward.

Their car drives away.

sonewhat

DI SSOLVE TO



EXT. ESTABLI SHI NG JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

A hi gh- powered Washington law firm Cars circle through the
driveway in front.

I NT. JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CE LOBBY - DAY

JUDI TH HOGAN, 40s, smartly dressed and heels clicking on the
hard floor, wal ks briskly through the |obby of an inposing
Washington law firm Running up behind her is MTCH GARVI S,
50s, the firm s managi ng partner. Judith passes a
receptionist.

M TCH
Judi t h!

Judith halts her march and turns to see Mtch catching up to
her.

M TCH

Ni ce job on those argunents today.
JUDI TH

Thanks! W' ||l see how it goes.
M TCH

You know, this could go to the
Suprenme Court.

JUDI TH
Hah, you'd |ike that wouldn't you?
M TCH
And you woul dn’t?
JUDI TH
(Smling)
See you later Mtch.
Judith leaves. Mtch smles at her retreating back -- things
at the firmare going very well indeed.

EXT. HOGAN HOUSE - MORNI NG

A nice Brick Ranbler in the country, twittering birds.
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| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - MORNI NG
Don grates cheese.

Cal eb, baseball in one hand, chalk in the other, wites

“Mal um Prohi bi tunt on kitchen bl ackboard. Cal eb fini shes and
wal ks to kitchen island, between his nother Judith, eating a
bagel , and his father Don, preparing a neal.

CALEB
Mal um pr ohi bi tum neans wrong j ust
because we say it is. It’s not
i nherently or norally wong,
like... stealing, which would be
"malumin se."

Judith, wearing tailored business attire | ooks up from her
br eakf ast .

JUDI TH
Good. G ve ne an exanpl e.

CALEB
A speed |imt. Driving faster than
forty is only wong because we say
it is. It’s not norally wong to
drive fifty, it’s just a rule.

JUDI TH
What about a hundred?
(beat)
I f you drive through a residentia
nei ghbor hood at a hundred, is that
noral |y wrong?

CALEB
Yeah. You bet.

JUDI TH
What about fifty-four? Is that
noral ly wong?

CALEB
Nah | guess not.

JUDI TH
How about Seventy-eight?

Cal eb ponders this.

JUDI TH
See Cal eb when sonebody tells you
that sonmething is "norally wong",

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

JUDI TH (cont’ d)
wat ch out. There’'s always a sliding
scal e.

Don catches this phrase, and stares up from his cooking.

JUDITH (O S.)
Even stealing.

Cal eb’ s eyes wander to his father

JUDI TH
Vell, what if you re starving?

Don tilts his head, ever so slightly, and gives Judith A
LOOK.

JUDI TH
Sone people are so sure that
everything s black and white.
There’s always a gray area Cal eb.
They just won’t admt it.

An awkward silence perneates the room as Don keeps eyes
fixed on Judith and then turns to see Caleb’s reaction.
Cal eb is | ooking down, rolling his baseball on the counter
t op.
Don has had enough -- he goes to the blackboard and takes up
the chal k and begins to wite:

"Fiat justicia et pereat mundus.”

Judi th knows her coments have di sturbed him and she | ooks
to the floor -- this has happened before.

Don finishes his statement with the sw pe of an underline
and silently wal ks past Judith down the hall. Judith stares
at the enpty space he just occupi ed.
Caleb | ooks at his nother, awaiting her inevitable retort.
There’s only the sound of Don’s retreating footsteps.
JUDI TH
(calling to Don)

| thought biologists only knew

enough Latin to nanme body parts!
She waits, no reply.

JUDI TH
Don?

A door slans down the hall

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 8.

Judith collects her papers and briefcase and whi sks herself
out of the opposite side of the kitchen, |eaving Cal eb,
still fiddling with his baseball

Front door sl ans.

Cal eb turns to the chal kboard and and starts witing in
English, though we don’t see what it all says.

DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GHT

The noon sun spotlights an eraser and chal k resting on the
count er.

Judith comes home froma |long day at work and gl ances at
Caleb’s witing on the chal kboard -- the words:
"Do the right thing cone what may"

It’s Caleb’s translation of Don’s previous witing on the
boar d.

Judith puts her bags on the counter, picks up the chal k and
begi ns qui ckly erasing the blackboard. Don enters fromthe
opposite side of the kitchen with bundl e of papers and
stands by the island.

Judith finishes and turns to |look at him sighs. She noves
to the island - on the opposite Don. Confrontation.

DON
You wanna start this again?
(beat)

JUDI TH
(Still a bit riled up)
Just admit: not everything is
absol ut e-

DON
(I'nterrupting)
| never said everything is
absol ute! YOU RE the one who said

not hi ng i s!
JUDI TH
Wiy are we still fighting about
this after all these years?
(beat)

( CONTI NUED)



12

CONTI NUED: 9.

DON
| know you’'re worried Cal eb m ght
get the wong set of val ues.

JUDI TH
(Scoffs)

DON
So am|.

She st ares.

DON
So what do we do now?

JUDl TH
Get rid of that bl ackboard!

DON
| " m SERI OQUS.
(beat)

JUDI TH
Wl |, what about our Friday night
dates? | suppose we could start
t hat again.

DON
K. Who’ s gonna cook?
JUDI TH
| would, but | have a | ot of cases
right now. I’mvery busy Don!
DON
Never mind. 1'Il do it.

Don qui ckly grabs his keys fromthe counter, wal ks past his
wi fe as he exits the kitchen.

FADE TO BLACK
FADE | N:

EXT. FOUNDER S HALL - DAY

A red-brick building with col onnades, a spectacul ar
fountain, and i mmacul ate | andscapi ng give this canpus an
old-world flair as students neander about.

SUPER: " NATI ONAL MOOT COURT CHAMPI ONSHI P
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10.

A stream of people are entering the building. Don, Judith
and Cal eb are anong them

| NT. FOUNDER S HALL LOBBY - DAY
Bright flags hang over the | obby buzzing with activity.
SUPER " FI NAL ROUND'

DI SSOLVE TO

| NT. FOUNDER S HALL - AUDI TORI UM - DAY

[ Note: the scenario for this Mot Court conpetition is based
on Scott v. Harris, 550 US (2007)(Slip. Op. 05-1631). The
case is at

WWW. supr emecour t us. gov/ opi ni ons/ 06pdf / 05- 1631. pdf, and the
video is at

WWW. supr emecourt us. gov/ opi ni ons/ 06sl i popi nion. htm, entry
nunber 37]

Don, Judith and Caleb sit in a packed audi ence, |istening
intently to RACHEL, 18. Rachel stands stiffly at a podi um
bef ore JUDGE STERNS, who sits at the bench flanked by two
ot her judges.

RACHEL
...exam ned the evidence, and
granted the defendant’s notion for
summary judgnent under rule 56 of
t he Federal Rules of Civil
Pr ocedur e-

JUDGE STERNS
(I'nterjecting)
Counsel, we know the facts. Here's
the problemw th your case. The
rule is: we nust consider the
evidence in the |ight nost
favorable to M. Smth.

RACHEL
Your Honor, if we -

JUDGE STERNS (O S.)
He says he was driving safely.

JUDGE STERNS

By the rules, don’t we have to
assune that is true?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

11.

RACHEL
No your Honor. Under Anderson v.
Li berty Lobby, you only assune it’s
true if there is a genuine dispute
about the facts-

JUDGE STERNS
(I'nterrupting again)
There’s a di spute about the facts.
M. Smth says he was driving
safely. The police say he was
endangering the public.

RACHEL
It’s not a genuine dispute, your
Honor. In this case,

St udents take notes.

RACHEL (O S.)
there was a video taken fromthe
police car’s dash canera.

RACHEL
It contradicts M. Smith in every
respect. The pursuit speed exceeded
one hundred mles per hour in a
residential nei ghborhood. There
were children playing on the
si dewal k. Here we have opposing
parties telling different stories,

Judges take in the argunent attentively.

RACHEL
but M. Smth's story is blatantly
contradi cted by the record.

JUDGE STERNS
Go on.

RACHEL

The jury was going to see the

vi deo, and once they did, they

woul dn’t believe M. Smith's story.
The | aw doesn’t require the tria
judge to believe sonething that no
jury would ever believe. There is
no genui ne di spute about the facts.

Students taking notes whi sper to each other as Rachel talKks.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 12.

RACHEL
And this case was correctly
di sm ssed.
Rachel delivered her final line with optimsm and surety.

JUDGE STERNS
Al'l right. Your tine’s up. Counsel,
t hank you.

Rachel sits.

DI SSCLVE TGO

I NT. FOUNDER S HALL - AUDI TORI UM - DAY

CLOSE ON PROFESSCOR KAMEN at podium md speech in front of
an expectant audi ence. B

KAMEN
Al'l the participants presented
their argunents with skill and

conviction, and are a credit to
their schools. And, with four teans
placing in the top six positions,
our repeating National Chanpionship
teamis once again Patrick Henry
Col | ege!

Appl ause ripples and climaxes as the wi nning PCH students
stand smling, trophies in hand. Canera |ights flash on
their faces.
Even Judith joins in the appl ause.
At the front row, Judith sees MKE FARRI S, 50's, PCH
chancel l or, restraining a huge grin as he claps for his
team She’'s inpressed by the team but inwardly w shes they
had fail ed.
W nni ng students continue to stand in a row, smling.

CUT TO BLACK

FADE | N:
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13.

EXT. HOGAN HOUSE - DAY
It’s an other nice day at the Hogan house.

JUDI TH (V. Q)
Are you serious Cal eb?

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - CONTI NUCUS - DAY

Don is in the back, |eaning on a counter. Judith arranges
roses in a vase on the island as Caleb tunes an electric
gui tar next to her.

JUDI TH
You woul d actually transfer to
Patrick Henry Col |l ege?

CALEB
Yeah, you saw how good they are.

JUDI TH
(Scof fing)
For crying out |oud, they still
teach that God nmade the world in
si x days Cal eb.

CALEB
Yeah wwell, do you care about
their phil osophy, or about their
tactics?
JUDI TH
Wl |, phil osophy inforns tactics.
CALEB
And so, you don’'t want their
phi | osophy informng -- or,
corrupting -- ny tactics.
JUDI TH
Bi ngo.
CALEB

And | suppose that woul d explain
why they have THE best debate team
in the country?

Zing. She’s caught and she knows it. She | ooks at Cal eb and

then turns back to the roses, lips twisted. Don is slightly
anused.

( CONTI NUED)
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21

22

CONTI NUED: 14.

DON
Look. You said if they won he could
visit. So we’re going.

Judith gives in.

EXT. FOUNDER S HALL - DAY

It’s a lovely day at PHC

| NT. PHC CHAPLAI N OFFI CE
Judith and Don sit in the chaplain's office.

Don has an understanding | ook on his face -- he |ikes what
he hears. Judith is spacing out -- she can’t believe she was
dragged into this situation.

The CHAPLAIN, 30s, is a cheerful, friendly man in gl asses,
suit and bow tie.

CHAPLAI N
Here, we have confidence in reason,
because we have confidence in CGod,
so that, you know, what | say we do
here is "fearless |learning”..

| NT. PHC CAFETERI A - DAY

Rachel and Caleb carry their trays to the end of a table.
They sit.

CALEB
My nom doesn’t want ne com ng here.
| NT. PHC CHAPLAIN OFFI CE - DAY
CHAPLAI N
...and our whole goal is to hone
the mnd to know the facts, and to
under stand the worl d.
| NT. PHC CAFETERI A - DAY

RACHEL
Way do you want to come here?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

CALEB
|"mworking at nmy nomis law firm
Five years "til | make partner.

want the best training | can get.

23 | NT. PHC CHAPLAI N OFFI CE - DAY

DON
Didn't PHC take first, second and
third place at National s?

Judi th gl ances down at her watch

CHAPLAI N
(Al nost gl eeful)
Yes.

DON
Two years in a row?

CHAPLAI N
Yes.

24 | NT. PHC CAFETERI A - DAY

RACHEL
You cane here for Mot Court?
That's it?

CALEB
Thi s school turns out the best
debat er s.

25 | NT. PHC CHAPLAI N OFFI CE - DAY

CHAPLAI N
We don’t close off the... the
boundari es of know edge, and we
want to know all the natural facts
and all the supernatural facts.

26 | NT. PHC CAFETERI A - DAY
CALEB
What about you? Why' d you cone
her e?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 16.

RACHEL
Just, the way things worked out in
ny life, | believe God wanted ne
her e.
(beat)
Do you know what he wants for you?

CALEB
"1l know soon enough.

RACHEL
How s t hat?
| NT. PHC CHAPLAI N OFFI CE - DAY
CHAPLAI N
| really think that your son’s
going to find sonething powerful
her e.

Don contenpl ates the Chaplain’s words. Judith could care
| ess.

CALEB (V. Q)
If ny nomlets nme transfer...
| NT. PHC CAFETERI A - DAY
CALEB
...1t’1l be a mracle.
| NT. HOGAN HOUSE Kl TCHEN - DAY
Judith’s hands scribble out a check on counter.

Judith, Caleb and Don stand around the island. Caleb is
fiddling with his baseball again.

JuUDI TH
Here's the deal .

She hol ds up the check.
JUDI TH
W'l pay for your first year at
Patrick Henry Coll ege.

A hopeful |ook from Cal eb.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 17.

JUuDl TH
Thi s-

She brandi shes t he anot her check.

JUDI TH
-is for next year.

CALEB
Uhhh... |, don't followthis.

JUDI TH
Well, you | uuuv the debate program
at PHC right?

Cal eb questions his father with a look. Don is firm arns
crossed.

JUDITH (O S.)
So I’ m maki ng you a deal.

JuDl TH
"1l pay for the follow ng year.

She offers Cal eb the check, but as he starts to reach for
it, she pulls it back

JUDI TH
| F, you win the Mot Court
Chanpi onshi p.

Judith slips the check into her purse.

JUDI TH
Consider it a challenge from your
nom . .
(beat)

...and your dad.

Judith, self-satisfied, |ooks at Don who still has his arns
crossed. Caleb can't believe his father agreed to this.

JUDITH (O S.)
Don't wait for dinner. I’ m working
| at e.

Judith exits out the front door as Cal eb and Don stand
awkwardly at the island.

The front door sl ans.

Si | ence.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 18.

CALEB
So dad. ..
(beat)
...what's for dinner?

DON
You know how she feels about that
school .
(beat)
It’s a mracle | got that nuch.

Don wal ks out of the room and | eaves Caleb tossing his
basebal | side to side.

CALEB
(Calling to Don)
You want deep di sh pepperoni?

EXT. PHC CAMPUS - DAY
PHC students play volley ball, walk to class ect.

CALEB (V.Q.)
So, | got ny mracle. You d think
it was a sign from God that things
wer e goi ng according to plan. And
they were. Hi s plans, not mne.

I NT. MOOT COURT CLASS - DAY

Ei ght teanms -- sixteen students -- wait for the professor.
Anong themis Rachel, laptop flipped open, in lively
conversation with her peers.

Cal eb and roonmate, DAVE, are the last to arrive.

DAVE
So, what have we got?

RACHEL
(Oobvi ously excited)
It’s the parental notification
case.

DAVE (O S.)
Sweet .

RACHEL
Yeah. Overturn Roe versus Wade.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

CALEB
(Di sbel i ef)
Overturn Roe?

The students quiet down, they stare at Cal eb.

CALEB (Q S.)
You can’t argue that.

CALEB
You say "overturn Roe" in
Anerica's |iberal wastel and and
BAM You | ose.

The students stare and nmurnmur -- "What’'s he tal ki ng about ?"
DAVE

We’'re scored on preparation and
presentati on. Make your argunent

wel |, and you wi n.
CALEB (O S.)
Nooo. .
CALEB

...you say that at all and they’|
think you' re crazy, and you | ose.

DAVE

VWhat else is there?
CALEB

Wel | -1-don’t-know yet,
DAVE

Li sten, you do what you want, but
| m going for the Big One.

CALEB
Fine. Just don't pick nme for a
partner.

Cal eb turns to Rachel.
CALEB
(To Rachel)
What do you think?

RACHEL
It needs to be overturned.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 20.

CALEB
You’' re not overturning anyt hing,
It’s not a real case.

RACHEL
It doesn’'t matter. It's the
princi pl e.

CALEB

What principle? It’s Mot Court --
it’s not real.

DR. FARRIS (Q S)
So team what do you think?

They all turn to the sound of this voice. It’s DR FARRI S at
t he door.

DR. FARRI S
Shall we get to work dismantling
Roe versus \Wade?

CALEB
Sir, overturn Roe..

Dr. Farris walks to the front of the room

CALEB
...in these circunstances, |-I just
don’t think it’s a winner right
t here.

FARRI S
Well, what do you the rest of you
t hi nk?
STUDENTS
(CGeneral consent & optimnsm
"Let’s do it.. yeah... sure... why

not" ect.

RACHEL
I"mall for taking that risk.

FARRI S
It is arisk, but it’s one | would
encourage you to take.

CALEB
Dr. Farris, are you... forbidding
me from making a different
argunent ?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 21.

FARRIS (O S.)
Not necessarily. It’s not sonething
| would do. But that’s sonething
you' re going to have to decide..

Farris nods toward Rache

FARRI S
along with your partner.

Caleb slowy turns and sees Rachel staring pleasantly at
him She delivers a sly smle
EXT. FOUNDER S HALL - DAY

Cal eb stal ks out of Founder’s Hall - not happy. Rachel
trails him

RACHEL
Cal eb!

Cal eb turns around just as Rachel drops her papers onto the
si dewal k. They both kneel down, gathering Rachel’s things.

RACHEL
Hey, cheer up.
CALEB
(Agi t at ed)
Yeah?
RACHEL
You' re not... giving up, are you?
CALEB

l”mno quitter but | just hate it
when |’ m hanmstrung right off the
bat. | have to win this thing, and
| cannot -

RACHEL
You can’t what?

Caleb shifts his words to conceal why he al nost said.

CALEB

Uh... | can't stand to | ose.
RACHEL

VWll, nowthat’'s what | |like to

hear .

They both rise to their feet.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

RACHEL
That’ s why | picked you

CALEB
You picked nme? | thought Dr.
Farris chose teans.

RACHEL
Vll, I had a little input. My
partner fromlast year graduated,
and you transferred just to conpete
in Moot Court. So, | figured youd
wor k hard.

CALEB
Ch, well yeah. I-1 did cone here to
Wi n.

RACHEL
Vell, then keep your eyes on the

bal | and your head in the gane.

EXT. ESTABLI SHI NG JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

An afternoon at Judith's firm

I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Judith is

in her busy office at Garvis, Lane & Hoskins,

is stacked with papers. Phones ring.

Garvis enters. He carries a folder which he plops onto
desk. A MOUSY ASSI STANT follows himin with a file box and
puts it down on her desk as well.

JUDl TH
VWhat is this?

GARVI S
" mkicking this up from
downst ai r s.

JUDI TH
Mtch, you know | don’'t have tine!

GARVI S
They have stalled it for two years,
and it needs sone attention.

22.

desk

her

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 23.

JUDI TH
Well, fine, give it to Beecham

GARVI S
Your attention.

He’ s gone. Judith gl ances over at the Mbuse who scoots the
box towards Judith and scurries out of the room

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Later that day, Judith wites on a |legal pad as the clock
ticks. Caleb noseys into Judith’'s office.

JUDI TH
| thought you’ d never get here!

Cal eb doubl e-checks his watch

CALEB
|’ m al nost ten mnutes early.

JuUuDl TH
| need those Rousch Di esel
i nterrogatories.

Judith rushes across the roomto the box of files and her
| apt op. She sits on a couch, clicks around on her conputer.

CALEB
Uh, | e-nailed those |ike an hour
ago.

JUDI TH
Oh, | got’em Here, take a | ook at
this.

She hands over the folder, w thout |ooking up.

JUDI TH
Un it’s a civil rights case. Sone
farmer suing the county for false
arrest.

Cal eb | ooks at a sheet stapled inside the folder.

CALEB
Ch no Mom not another fish file...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED

24.

JUuDl TH
Bui | ds character son.

CALEB
We’'ve had this thing for two years
now, it stinks.
(suspi ci ously)
What’'s wong with this case?

JUDl TH
| don’t know, | haven't | ooked at
it.

Cal eb hoists up his backpack and starts to shuffle out of
the office.

Quch.

CALEB
(Joki ngly)
Well fine. 1"l take it downstairs
and put it in nmy big snelly stack
of toxic fish files and get to it
| ater.

JUDI TH
That’s fine. | need that file 702
anal ysis first anyway.

CALEB
O, I'll be in my dungeon. And I
want hazardous duty pay.

JUDI TH
What, so you can pay your own
tuition next year?

Hurt, Caleb retreats into the hall

| NT. LI BRARY - DAY

Cal eb and

Rachel sit in a library, books flopped over the

table in front of them Caleb’ s |aptop flipped open.

RACHEL
This case is on appeal to the US
Suprene Court fromthe State of
Arcadi a Suprene Court. State | aw
says. ..
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| NT. / EXT. RACHEL AND CALEB STUDYI NG MONTACE - DAY/ NI GHT

Rachel
Rachel
Rachel

Rachel

unshel ves books.

and Caleb sit in an enpty classroomin discussion.
and Cal eb research on their |aptops.

and Caleb sit in a gazebo, talKking.

RACHEL (V.Q)
...i1f a woman ei ghteen or younger
seeks an abortion, the doctor has
to tell her parents three days
before the procedure. Well
fourteen-year-old M ss Doe went to
get an abortion, and Doctor
Crabshaw did not notify the
parents. They found out and sued
Doct or Crabshaw. The judge threw
the case out; he said it was so
early in the pregnancy, the baby
wasn’t vi abl e.

CALEB (V. Q)
And so M ss Doe’'s Constitutiona
right to have an abortion was
absol ute. Her parents didn’t even
have a right to know about it.

RACHEL (V.Q)
But the |aw said you don’t | ook at
viability.

CALEB (V.Q.)
But the judge said you have to,
because if the baby isn’t viable,
he has no rights under the
Constitution.

RACHEL (V. Q)
So how do you define "viabl e?"

CALEB (V.Q.)
Eh... it depends on your
technol ogy. |If your machi nes can
keep himalive outside the wonb,
he’ s vi abl e.
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| NT. PHC LI BRARY "OAK TABLE" - DAY
Rachel 1 ooks at Cal eb incredul ously.

RACHEL
So if the nother goes to
Vanderbilt, the baby has rights
under the constitution. |If she goes
to the Speedy Health Mart, they can
kill hinf

CALEB
Pretty nuch.

Rachel |eans back in her chair. A sad disgust is witten on
her face.

I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

More boxes of files are delievered to Judith's office.

Cal eb and Judith enter her office and see Garvis standing
there, thunbing through sone of the files.

GARVI S
Judi t h!

JUDl TH
VWhat is this?

GARVI S
It’s just the perfect way to start
your weekend!

Judith stares at Garvis, hands open at her sides -- what's
goi ng on?
GARVI S
Quincy v. Patterson Medical.
JUDI TH
We got it?
GARVI S
We got it!
JUDI TH
(Gasp)
Ohhh!

She rushes to Garvis who unloads a big box files onto the
floor.

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
VWll this sounds great. What is it?
JUDI TH
(To Cal eb)

It’s the parental notification
appeal from Nebraska. It’s kinda
i ke your Moot Court case, except

its real... And I’ mrepresenting
Patterson Medical in the US Suprene
Court.

Cal eb is al ar ned.

CALEB
Woah. . . um
This is bad.
GARVI S
Al right. So, see you at the party
t oni ght ?
JUDI TH
You really need ne?
GARVI S
| do. Cal eb, you be there too.
CALEB
Yeah, yeah.

Garvis | eaves. Cal eb kneels down close to his nother.

CALEB
Mom NOT GOCD
JUDI TH
(beat)
Caleb, this is between ne and your
f at her.
CALEB

Yeah? And I'mright in the mddle
of it. For the |ast couple nonths
now |’ ve been trying to kill this
case in Mot Court, and now you
have the real thing, there is

NO WAY dad is going to like it.

JUDI TH
Well that’s why it needs to cone
fromme. If it comes fromyou it
will be a |lot worse.

( CONTI NUED)
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Cal eb gets up.

CALEB
Just tell Mtch to reassign it.
Just do that.

Judith recoils.
JUDI TH
| don’t think so! The | awers from

Patt erson Medi cal have asked FOR
MVE!

Cal eb | ooks uni npressed and shrugs. Judith ups the ante,
pulling out all the stops to win Caleb to her side.

JUDI TH
Cal eb, this is ny chance at the
Suprenme Court!

CALEB
Yeah? O divorce court!

Cal eb | eaves, fum ng
JUuDI TH
Ugh! :
EXT. M TCH GARVI S HOUSE - NI GHT

It’s a deck party. Tiki torches and a table of food add to
t he at nosphere.

s the fashion, the DC elite show how in touch they are

As i
with the cormmon man by dressing casually.

I NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - N GHT

The water is boiling as Don tends to pots on the stove.

EXT. M TCH GARVI S HOUSE - NI GHT
Garvis spots his star player.

GARVI S
Judi t h.

JUDI TH
Hey Mt ch!

( CONTI NUED)
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GARVI S

Cal eb, good to see you
JUDI TH

Hey, | do have to | eave early.
GARVI S

No!
(To the crowd)
Everybody! Qur rising star!

Cheers all around. They surround Judith, shaking her hand,
congratulating her. Caleb is left behind.

EXT. MTCH GARVI S HOUSE - NI GHT

The party continues. Judith’s admrers haven't |eft her
si de.

JUDI TH
| nmean, requiring a doctor to
notify, well that, that just puts
an inperm ssible burden on the
young wonan’ s Constitutional
rights. Wuldn’'t you agree?

They do.

JuDl TH
Yes. soO...

Her cell phone rings.

JUDl TH
Oh!

Judith fishes the phone out of her purse, sees who's calling
on the caller ID and ignores the call.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

The dinner table is set with china and candl es.

Don sits at the head, and his phone is open in his hand. He
snaps it shut and continues to wait.

FADE TO BLACK
FADE | N:
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| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - DAY
A coffee cup on the counter.

Don sips on his breakfast coffee as Judith enters.
her hands on hi s shoul ders.

JUDI TH
Don, I amso sorry | mssed dinner
| ast night.

30.

She puts

Cal eb, al so having breakfast, turns to his parents.

JUDI TH
| just was focused on work, and
then Mtch rem nded ne about his

party. ..

DON
K, how about tonight?

It’s a friendly chall enge.

JUDI TH
(Nervously)
Vll, I’mgonna be working on a
case.
DON

That’ s pretty nuch what | figured.

JUDl TH
In fact, for the next several weeks
|’ mgoing to be very busy.

DON
Ch, so you're canceling all our
dat es.

JUDI TH
No. OF course not. | didn't... say
t hat .

DON
Well it sounds like you are.

JUDI TH

"1l just get sone help. Cal eb?

CALEB
OCh uh, you know, 1'd | ove to but
|"ve got things |ike WORK to do,
and um cl asses, Moot Court. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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DON
How s that goi ng?

CALEB
On Moot Court? It's going really
well. | have uh, | have a very good
partner.

DON (O S.)
What’ s his nanme?

CALEB
Rachel .

DON
Ahaaa!
(beat)

and you |like her?

Benused, Cal eb bobbl es hi s head.

Shoot s an

CALEB
Yeah.
DON
| nvite her over for dinner.
CALEB
Maybe | will.
DON

How ' bout tonight?

accusatory |l ook at Judith.

DON
| ' m avail abl e.
JuUDI TH
Is this
Rachel - who- won-nati onals Rachel ?
CALEB
Yeah.
JUDI TH
VWll | think | can be here after
al | .
DON
Ch you can after all?
(beat)
Let ne guess -- you want ne to
cook.

( CONTI NUED)



46

CONTI NUED: 32.

JUDI TH
That woul d be very kind of you
1’11 be hone by six.

A quick kiss, and Judith is gone.
DON
(to Cal eb)
Must be an inportant case.

CALEB
Yeah.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GHT

A peel ed apple rests on the counter. Caleb’s hand slowy
snatches it away.

CALEB (O S.)
Yeah, |ike many people, | consider
stealing norally wong.

RACHEL
| saw that!

Rachel is decked out in an apron and oven mtts. She renoves
a pie fromthe oven, as Cal eb watches. They both turn to the
sound of f oot steps.

JUDITH (O S.)
Ww, sonething snells good!

It’s Judith. Don al so appears in the background. Judith
points to the pie, cooling on the counter.

JUDI TH
What’'s that?

RACHEL
Appl e pi e!

JUDI TH

How ni ce, uh. ..

She | ooks at the island, covered with flour, butter, and
appl e peels.

JUuDl TH
You made that from scratch?

( CONTI NUED)
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Rachel

RACHEL
Yes, m’am

JUDI TH
Oh.

CALEB

Mom this is Rachel. Rachel, Mm

RACHEL
Very nice to nmeet you

offers to shake hands with the mtt stil

takes it off and shakes hands.

JUDl TH
Pl easur e.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Di nner table with Don, Judith, Caleb, and Rachel.
serves the pie.

JUDI TH
Thank you.

Judith takes a bite.

JUDI TH
Ch ny, this is very good.
RACHEL
Thank you, ma’am [’I|l be glad to
bake you sone nore.
JUDI TH
Oh, I'"msure this shall be plenty.
RACHEL
Well, I nean, not now but sone
ot her tine.
DON
Real | y?
RACHEL
Yes, sir!
JUDI TH

So, do you bake often?

33.

on. She

Rachel

( CONTI NUED)
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RACHEL
It’s kind of a hobby. My nother
used to bake for us. But, when she
died, | took over.

JUDI TH
| " msorry.

RACHEL
It’s OK

The Hogans | ook on awkwardly.

Si | ence.

RACHEL
My dad | oved her cooking, and now
he says it really brings back the
nmenori es.

JUDI TH
Vel |l what tine do you get out of
cl ass on Monday?

RACHEL
Beg your pardon ma’ anf?

JuDl TH
You can call ne, Judith.

RACHEL
l’msorry. Is "Ms. Hogan" OK?

Judith barely disguises her agitation with Rachel’s
over-polite manners.

DON

| like, sir. You can call ne sir.
RACHEL

Yes sirl
JUDl TH

Do they all ow sophonores in the
i nternship program at Patrick
Henry?

RACHEL

Sonetinmes. I'mstill interview ng
for a couple.

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDI TH
Oh. Geat. | wuld like to invite
you to work at ny law firm

(beat)

It pays well, and it would be great
experience. ..

RACHEL
Yes! |1’ m honored,

JUDI TH
On! Well that’s good because |
could use the help. I'’mvery busy
| ately.

DON

Speaki ng of work, what exactly are
you wor king on ’cuz you-

JUDI TH
- Oh Honey, enough about work. would
you | i ke nore coffee?

DON
No t hanks.
JUDI TH
X, 1"Il get it for you. Rachel,

nore pie for Don please?
Judith vani shes. Caleb gets up and chases after her.

CALEB
Uh she... probably needs sone hel p.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - CONTI NUQUS - NI GHT

Judith nmesses with the coffee nmaker. Cal eb cones up from
behi nd.

CALEB
You haven’t told himyet.

JUDI TH
| will when the time is right.

CALEB
Mom why are you hiring her?

JUDl TH

Did she not win National s? You know
her, and | need the help, so...

( CONTI NUED)
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(beat)
Do you vouch for her?

CALEB
Yeah.

JUDI TH
Then that’s good enough for ne.

She takes the coffee pot back to the dining room Caleb’s
arms are crossed in frustration.
EXT. GAZEBO - DAY

Lake Bob reflects the trees on the Crcle. Caleb and Rache
sit on opposite sides of the gazebo.

CALEB
She’ || work you to death. You know
t hat ?
RACHEL
| didn't cone here to avoid work.
CALEB
It’s... not a nice place to work.
Look what it’s done to nmy nother.
RACHEL
| Iike your nom And she's a good
| awyer .
CALEB

There’s no way you’'re going to have
enough ti ne.

RACHEL
If I can't do work and Moot Court -

CALEB
-and cl asses, and studying...
baki ng-

RACHEL
If I don’t have tinme 1’1l quit
wor K.

CALEB
There’s no way you’'re gonna get
enough rest.

Now Rachel frowns, very interested in his concern

( CONTI NUED)
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RACHEL

"1l get just as much as you do.
CALEB

Yeah, that’s exactly what |’ m

sayi ng.

I NT. JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CE MONTAGE - DAY
- Rachel neets people at the law firm
- She grabs a stack of printed papers.

- She carries a big box full of papers into Gunpy’'s office,
who hol ds out his enpty cup for a refill.

- Alady with tailored business suit | ook at her nodest
attire; she looks themright in the eye.

- A lady puzzles over a conplicated copy machi ne; Rachel
punches six buttons and it works; |ady thanks her.

- She delivers sone baked goodies, continues to fill coffee
cups.

Rachel has becone the nost popul ar person in the firm

| NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - CALEB' S DUNGEON - DAY
Cal eb sl aves away. Rachel pops in.

RACHEL
Hey, you need anyt hi ng?

CALEB
A window. | hate this place.

RACHEL
| love this place.

CALEB
Well, I hope it |asts.

RACHEL
Hey what’'s this?

She flips through files in a box.
CALEB
This, this is Felendorf v. Madi son

County. Sonme sort of false arrest
case thing.

( CONTI NUED)



52

53

CONTI NUED: 38.

RACHEL
You want ne to organize it for you?

CALEB
Actual ly yes. That woul d be great

RACHEL
Al'l right. And we do need to work
on our Mot Court case.

CALEB
X |'ve got... two hours and 1’|
finish that up, um after that then
we can do it.

RACHEL
k.

EXT. PCH - SUNSET

A gorgeous sunset at Patrick Henry. Lake Bob reflects the
beauti ful canpus.

CALEB (V. Q)
Man there is so nuch to read and
there is not enough tine.

| NT. LIBRARY - NI GHT

Rachel and Caleb sit at a table, books and papers strewn
about. The soft light in the roomis alnost romantic as the
day draws to a cl ose.

RACHEL
It’s not just about knowi ng how to
argue. It’'s about know ng what you
have to read, and what you don’t.

CALEB
(Under his breath)
Tri age.
RACHEL

Exactly. You have to know t he
di fference between what’s urgent
and what’s critical. Look I can
hel p you -

(of f his | ook)
What ?

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
You wanna go out?

Rachel is taken aback. Eager Caleb sm |l es.

RACHEL
A date?
CALEB
Yeah.
She says not hi ng.
CALEB

Hey, uh, n-nothing serious, just
know a little date -

RACHEL
No. See, that’'s the thing.
CALEB
(CGently but matter-of-factly)
Sorry?
RACHEL

|’ mnot going on a date with anyone
unless it is serious.

Now Cal eb can’t tal k. Rachel pauses, carefully gauging
Cal eb’ s response.

RACHEL
| know it m ght sound weird, But
l"mnot into just dating. I'm..

trying not to think anything
romanti c about anyone unless | have
a commtnent.

CALEB
Yeah well um | think that sounds
I i ke romance. You know we’'re
t al ki ng about popcorn, you know a

movie -- food. And uh, you
knowt hey’ re not the sane thing
really.
(beat)

RACHEL

To nme it is.

Cal eb shifts nervously in his seat. She' s al nbst too nuch
for himto handle at this nonent.

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
Look, uh... 1 think you re great.
And you’'re beautiful, and you're
really smart. | nean you | ook

awesone in purple-

RACHEL
Hey ook, I'mflattered, |I really
am But |I’mnot going on a date
wi th anyone unless | have a
comm tment. Because, the man | give
ny heart tois the man | marry.

Caleb tries to keep his cool, but he's absolutely shocked.

CALEB
Yeah | nmean, t-that’'s cool. Yeah.

RACHEL
Just inmagi ne how precious that’|
be, when | give ny heart to a man
for the first and only tine.

CALEB
Gk, I will.

RACHEL
(Quite confused)
You' Il what?

CALEB
1’1l go imagine it for awhile.

There’'s a pause. Caleb gets up and starts wal ki ng away. ..
HCOLD on Rachel .

CALEB (O S.)
Oh, uh, hey do you need a ride
hone?

RACHEL
| drove.

Cal eb just can't |eave her side.

CALEB
Yeah but you know, it’s, it’s kinda
late. I don’t want you to be too
sl eepy driving back or anyt hing.
RACHEL
(unsure)

| don’t want to | eave ny car here.

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
I’11 take you back.
RACHEL
|’d like to, | really would but. ..

my Dad said | can’t ride alone with
you in the car

(beat)
CALEB
Then fol | ow ne.
RACHEL
(qui ckly)
That' Il worKk.

She gathers her stuff. Caleb hel ps her. He REALIZES... and
waits...

RACHEL

You get that one don't forget-
CALEB

Yeah sure

Finally, he says nonchal antly:
CALEB

So um when did you ask your Dad

whet her or not you could ride in

the car with ne?
Rachel is gives himan enbarrassed smle and qui ckly wal ks
away. Caleb grins at her retreat, and turns his head to
wat ch her go.

CUT TGO

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - DAY

Don eats lunch and wat ches baseball on TV.

I NT. JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Judith listens to a Roe v. Wade recordi ng, maki ng notes.
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EXT. FOUNDER S HALL - DAY
Ni ce shot of FOUNDER S HALL

| NT. PHC LI BRARY "QAK TABLE" - DAY

Rachel and Caleb study. Caleb is frustrated. H s baseball is
on the table. Rachel has a pad and paper - that’s all

Their conversation starts pleasantly, but it quickly goes
downhi | | .

CALEB
Al right, we really gotta win
this. So we just need to focus on
t he wi nni ng argunent.

RACHEL
And what do you think that is? Ch,
| eave Roe, and just make one tiny
little exception?

CALEB
Yeah. You bet. You tell emto
overturn Roe v. Wade and we're sure
to | ose.

RACHEL
No. | think it’s the other way
around. Overturn Roe, and you’ve
really won. If you win your
argunment, what good is it? Roe is

still in place. Even if you wn..
you | ose!

CALEB

(beat)

There’s nore to this than just the
case.

RACHEL
Yeah, | know.

CALEB
You don’t understand.

RACHEL
Sure | do!

CALEB

There’ s people involved. Their
futures, everything.

( CONTI NUED)
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RACHEL
What ww hat what are you tal king
about? YOU said it’s not even real.

At this point he just has to shut up. He shakes his head and
gets out his | aptop.

Rachel begins to wite.

CALEB
Where’' s your |aptop?
RACHEL
| use it for research. Wen | wite
my argunent, | use a |egal pad.
CALEB
(beat)
It is... the Twenty-First Century,
you know.
RACHEL
(Very sarcastically)
Ohis it? Wll, there’'s nore to

this than technol ogy.

EXT. PHC CAMPUS - DAY

Student talk while on the canpus sidewal k. Stately |ight
posts |ine the wal kway.

| NT. PHC CHAPEL - DAY

Cal eb and Rachel walk to their seats in the corner at Town
Hal . They sit next to each other.

The Chaplain is at the podium preaching over |oud speakers.

CHAPLAI N
Wal k in honesty, walk in the |ight.
Make sure you're confessing your
sins. And if you take Janes 5
seriously, | would go a little
further... (keeps talKking)

Cal eb hands Rachel sone printed papers.
CALEB
(Wi speri ng)
Hey, take a | ook at this.

She reads, and devel ops a scowl on her face.

( CONTI NUED)
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RACHEL
(Confusion, a hissing whisper)
What is this?

CALEB
It’s the outline to nmy argunent.
RACHEL
This isn't what we tal ked about!
CALEB
Well it certainly is what | talked
about .
RACHEL

What, make that dinky exception to
Roe v. Wade?

CALEB
It is THE only argunent that can
win this tournanent.

RACHEL

It’s not an argunent. It’'s a
pathetic little cop-out!
By now she’s shouting, and everyone turns to stare.

A professor shushes them and Cal eb | ooks back and points to
Rachel -- "it’'s her."

She stonps his foot, and he flinches in pain

I NT. MOOT COURT CLASS - DAY

Dr. Farris stands at the front of the class, |eaning on a
podi um

FARRI S
So how do we structure an argunent
to overturn Roe versus \Wade?

Peter rai ses his hand.

PETER
Unwell, you could hit "emon the
science. | nean, you present al

the evidence to prove that life
begi ns at concepti on.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVE
| don’t think that’ll work. The
courts will say "there’s no
consensus" and they' Il just go with
the evidence they |ike.

FARRI S
Wl | maybe, but what if you didn't
have to prove he was alive?

RACHEL
But that’'s the point, that he’'s
alive.

FARRI S

| agree. But they were talking
about it scientifically. Wiat if
you didn't have to prove it from
t hat perspective?

| silent.

DAVE
How do we convi nce the court that
he was alive w thout proving it
sir?

FARRI S
Well that’s what |’ m asking YOU.
Thi nk about it for a while.

Cal eb al ready has his hand up

FARRI S
Cal eb?

CALEB
| have an idea about an argunent
that actually wouldn't require
actual ly overturning Roe.

FARRI S
Ckay.

CALEB
The Suprenme Court has al ready said
that parental rights are a
fundanental right under the
constitution. So it’s inportant for
the State to protect those rights.
| f a daughter goes and gets an
abortion, then her parents should
know about it. So all we’'re asking

( MORE)
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CALEB (cont’ d)
here is for the court to nake a
smal | adjustnent to Roe.

Farris has heard it all before.

FARRI S
But that | eaves Roe in place,
doesn’t it?

CALEB
Wl |l yes, exactly. Just a snall
adjustnment, and it’s not that nuch
right? I think they’d go for that.

Cal eb just knows it’s brilliant, and he | ooks around for
approval . The students study their nails and say not hing.
Rachel is totally uninpressed.

CALEB
What ?

FARRI S
Cal eb, your argunent | eaves Roe
versus Wade in pl ace.

CALEB
Vell, fix it later, add an
exception sone other tine.

FARRI S
| woul d encourage you to go for the
j ugul ar.
Cal eb defl ates.
FARRI S

Li sten. Hunor me for now. | nstead
of avoiding the fight, go out and
fight! Find a way to wn it. Don’t
tell yourself it’s too hard. It’'s
just a problem

(beat)
Solve it.

I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Judith goes through the halls. She’s | ooks everywhere for a
sign of life; it’s enpty. She’'s alone in the building.

She turns to the side and sees people in the break room

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

She goes down that hal
office is in there!
Rachel s baked goodi es.

and opens the door. ..
They’ re drinking coffee and eating

47.

t he whol e

Judith spots Rachel, refilling coffee cups.
JUDI TH
Rachel , hey, |’ve been | ooking for
you!
RACHEL
Here | ani
JUDI TH
Vell, | would like to see you
pl ease.
RACHEL
.
GARVI S
Judi t h,
JUDI TH
Yes?
GARVI S
Have you tried these?
JUDI TH
Uh, no, they... look fattening.
RACHEL
They are.
GARVI S
Conme on, take a bite.
JUDI TH
.

She takes a bite, everyone watches.
frosting on her chin.

JUDI TH
...Mtch.

GARVI S
Good, aren’t they?

JUDI TH
Mm .. Ww. Yes,

Mtch gets a dab of

t hey’ re good.

( CONTI NUED)
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GARVI S
(to Rachel)

Thank you.

RACHEL
You' re wel cone

JUDI TH
You ready?

RACHEL
MM h

JuUDI TH
Come on.

Judi th and Rachel | eave the room

| NT. JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY
Judith and Rachel sit confortably i

48.

n her office, Judith on

an arnchair and Rachel on a sofa. Tension | oons.

JUDl TH

Wl l, you know that |’ m working on
Qui ncy v. Patterson Medical.

RACHEL
The abortion case.

JUDI TH

Yes. And with a high profile case
i ke that Rachel, you could really

make a nane for yourself.
like to do that?

Wul d you

Rachel quickly sorts out what she will say in response.

RACHEL

No thanks. | prefer to work on

ot her ki nds of cases.

JuDl TH

Well, you wouldn’t have to argue
the abortion side. You could just
hel p me understand your side.

RACHEL
|”d rather not.

Judith can’t believe her ears. She
nore annoyed than anything. Rachel

is very disappoi nted but
braces for criticism

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDI TH
| see. Well, | can respect that
decision. That's why I'm
pr o- choi ce.

49.

Rachel folds her arns. Judith proceeds to charm Rachel into

agreeing with her.

JUDI TH
My position doesn’t inpose on you.
In fact, you can actually choose
ei ther way you want.
(beat)

However, your position does deny ne

a choice, and does inpose on ny
freedons. Isn’t that right?

RACHEL
|"msorry, |I'’mjust wondering if
it’s worthwhile to discuss this.

Judith’s face hardens.

JuDl TH
Hnm

RACHEL
| nmean that respectfully. You see,
|"mafraid ny answer will not
per suade you, but that it’ll just
make you nad.

JUDI TH
Try ne.
RACHEL
The baby in the wonb is an
i nnocent, living creature of Cod,

and | don’t like it when people

tear himup into little tiny pieces

and throw himin the garbage. You
shoul dn’t have that choice.

Judith’s eyes narrow at Rachel’s bol dness. Conviction turns

t o def ense.

JUDI TH
This is about a girl not having to

tell her parents. It has nothing to

do with killing babies.
(beat)

( CONTI NUED)
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RACHEL
You're wong. The baby di ed.

JUDI TH
Vll, not every girl wants to abort
her baby. How do you know her
parents won’t make her kill hinf

Just in time, Mtch Garvis pokes his head in

GARVI S
Ladies! | wanted to rem nd you
about the party at my house
t oni ght .
Si | ence.
GARVI S
Hel | 0?
JUDI TH
Mtch, I’"mso busy with Patterson
Medi cal .
GARVI S

| need you there at eight o’ clock
sharp. Rachel, can you join us?

RACHEL
Sorry, M. @Grvis, but | can't.

Awkwar d pause.

GARVI S
Oh.

Evidently, he’s never heard that before. He | eaves.

RACHEL
|f there are other cases | can help
you with, 1'd would |ike the
experi ence.

EXT. MTCH GARVI S HOUSE - N GHT

It’s another party the Garvis house. Judith and Cal eb are
off in a corner, talking.

JuDl TH

.1 did have quite an interesting
conversation with Rachel today.

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
Oh really?

JUDI TH
Yes. She seens to be very bol d.

CALEB
Well, there’s nothing with being...

Garvis, who has been naking his way toward Judith,
i nterrupts.

GARVI S
Judith! | need your help. | need
you to cone talk to the anbassador
while | get this |obbyist out of
his hair.

64 | NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GHT
Don | eans against the island, stirring a small pot. He
gl ances up at the wall clock.
65 EXT. MTCH GARVI S HOUSE - NI GHT
THOVMPSON

You think the Suprenme Court will
take the appeal on the gun ban

case?
JUDI TH
Well, | certainly hope so.
THOVPSON
Wul d you argue either side to go
t here?
JUDI TH

This is ny philosophy about that:
whil e you and | do have different
vi ews and opi ni ons, shoul d t hat
really matter as |ong as we respect
each ot her?

Her phone rings. She doesn’'t notice it.

THOVPSON
Hm |s that your phone ringing?

Judith is really spaced out.

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDI TH
Hn |’ msorry?
THOVPSON
| s that your phone ringing?
JUDI TH
Ch! | think so. Excuse ne. Hello
Don?
Di al tone.
JUDI TH
D-d...
(Si gh)

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - N GHT

Don puts down his phone. He sighs. As soon as he puts it
down, it rings. He flips it open.

DON
Judi t h.

| NTER CUT TELEPHONE CONVERSATI ON - DON AND CALEB

CALEB
No, Dad. It’'s ne.

DON
Where are you?

CALEB
Wth nom Another work party.

DON
She enj oying hersel f?

Cal eb | ooks off screen to his nmother, the center of
attention.

CALEB
Hard to tell. Wiy are you at hone?
You use to enjoy this scene.

DON
We think differently now, that's
all.
(beat)
You t here?

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
Yeah. 1’1l get nom hone soon as |
can.

DON

Does she have an audi ence?

Judith, at the party, is talking and | aughi ng am dst her
adm rers.

CALEB (O S.)
More |i ke an entourage.
DON
Sorry Bud... | think you' re stuck

there a while.

CALEB
Bye Dad.

Don and Cal eb hang up.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Later that night, Don sits alone, a closed box of pizza on
the table. Judith finally arrives home fromthe party, cones
in and sits down. Her shaneful face can’'t bear to | ook at
her husband. Finally, she glances at him sitting |like

st one.

Judith opens the box, but it’'s enpty. Don rests his fist
under his chin. H's wedding band seens to glow in the dim
light.

They sit in silence.

| NT. BASEBALL BATTI NG CAGE - DAY
Pl NG

Don’s nmetal bat hits a baseball across the batting cage.
He’s working out his frustration fromthe previous night.

Caleb is sitting on a bucket, soft-tossing for his father.
PI NG CALEB
The issue is, how do you know when
a baby’s life begins?
Don nods for another toss.

Pl NG

( CONTI NUED)
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DON
That’s not a biol ogy question, you
know?

CALEB

No, actually | didn’t know that.

DON
No, biology has nothing to do with
it. Infact it’s so sinple a
ten-year-old can understand it. He
doesn’t know the first thing about
bi ol ogy.

Caleb is |ost.

DON
Pick a tinme when you know he’s
alive.
Caleb... is still lost.
DON

Just pick any tinme when you know
the baby is alive.

CALEB
The day he’s born.

DON
Al'l right. Wat about the day
before that? Is the baby alive the
day before that?

CALEB
O course.

DON (O S.)
And how bout the day before that?

CALEB
Sur e.

DON
(beat)
K then. There you have it.

Cal eb’s mouth pops open as if to say sonething, but nothing
conmes out. Silence.

CALEB
What do you nean?

but his eyes betray the fact that he understands.
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DON
Life doesn’t begin increnentally.
It's, it’s not |ike the baby was
any nore alive today than he was

the day before. It’s uh... it’s
radical -- it’s an event -- and it
only happens once in a human’'s
exi stence.

CALEB
At concepti on.

DON

No ot her expl anati on nmakes sense,
and it’s so sinple, anyone can
understand it.

CALEB
But why don’t they get it?

DON
It’s not that people don't get it.
They don’t want to hear it! It’'s
all in ny book.
Anot her soft toss.
Pl NG

CALEB
W sh your class could hear this.

Don checks his sw ng.

DON
VWhat was that?

Cal eb just shrugs.

DON (O S.)
| can’t teach that stuff!

DON
In fact |"mnot even sure | should
publish it. I'll probably get

fired.

Don digs in for another sw ng.

DON
But, | probably don’'t have to worry
about that. Al | keep getting is

rejection slips.
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CALEB
(snickers... beat)
Oh cone on dad. |I'mnot | aughi ng at
you. I'mjust... laughing... at

you.
Don gi ves a fake | augh.

DON
Cone on. Let’s go.

They | eave.

EXT. GAZEBO, PHC STEPS - SUNSET

MONTACGE: Rachel plays a mandolin and Cal eb plays a guitar on
the steps of Founder’s Hall. Misic continues during nontage.

Caleb and his friends are playing football. Rachel tries to
study in the gazebo nearby, but she’s distracted. She spies
Cal eb, talking with the guys. It’s so obvious that Rache
likes Caleb -- she’s beam ng. Caleb | ooks her way and she’s
caught! She keeps sneaki ng | ooks, and Cal eb knows it.

Final Iy, Rachel | eaves.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Caleb is studying at the island, and Don walks in with a big
cont ai ner of chi ps.

CALEB
Hey, have you seen Mon?
DON
Yeah, she’s busy upstairs.
CALEB
|”msorry, Dad.
DON
Hey, we’'re going through a spell
Don't worry, | still |ove her.

Don pours the chips into a bow .

CALEB
You know my Moot Court partner,

DON
Rachel .
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CALEB
Yeah. Ww she’s fantastic. But um
she will not go on a date unless
we’' re sonehow engaged or sonet hi ng.

DON
Well, don't conplain. | can't get a
date with my own wife.

(beat)
Look, She came over here and made
us pie. Wiat do you call that?

CALEB
In our house, that would be a job
i nterview.

DON
Well... ok. Wiy don't you invite
her over again? | want sone nore of
t hat pie.

The nmention of pie pronpts Caleb to | ook in the fridge.

CALEB
Speaking of pie, |1've been
saving... Wait, woah, where'd it
go! ?

DON

Your nother ate it.

Cal eb shuts the fridge door.

CALEB
What! ? She doesn’t even |ike apple
pi e.

DON

Yeah well with the right evidence,
she can change her m nd.

CALEB
Yeah that was MY evi dence!

DON
(beat)
Look. Say you lend a guy ten
t housand bucks, what are you going
to want from hinf

CALEB
Well 1'd want himto pay it back.

( CONTI NUED)
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DON
Wuld you lend it to himif he
woul dn’t commit to that?
(beat)
| f Rachel gives you her trust, if
she puts herself in your hands,
she’s wants a commtnent that
you’' re not going to break her
heart.

Cal eb | ooks down, soaking it in.

DON (O S.)
You know what ?

DON
| don’t blanme her a bit.

Caleb finally GETS it.

EXT. RACHEL'S DORM - NI GHT

PLI NK. .. PLI NK

Cal eb tosses pebbles at a window. Crickets chirp.

A light. Sleepy Rachel opens the w ndow, | ooks outside.

RACHEL
What are you doi ng?

CALEB
If I ever ask you out again, you'll
know it’s serious. OK?

RACHEL
k.

CALEB
X

He grins huge and goes away.

RACHEL
. ..

Rachel steps away fromthe w ndow and turns off the light.
Suddenly, she runs back to the w ndow and | eans out agai n.
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| NT. JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY
Judith sits on the sofa with a | egal pad. A light knock.

JUDl TH
M1 hm

Garvis saunters in, |ooking down at an open fol der.
GARVI S
Un .. have you done anything on
t hat Madi son County file?

She throws up her hand and nmakes an "I don’t know' gesture.

EXT. M KE FARRI S HOUSE - DAY

Cal eb wal ks through a yard towards the front door of Dr.
Farris’ house. His cell phone rings. He checks the nunber,
answers.

| NTER CUT TELEPHONE CONVERSATI ON - CALEB AND JUDI TH

CALEB
Hey Mom

Judith and Garvis sit on the couch going through files.
Rachel sits close by peering through a folder.

JuUDI TH
Hey son, | need you here for that
fal se arrest case.
CALEB
Why ?
JUDI TH
Wl |, they’ ve reschedul ed our
w tness and he's here now.
CALEB
Oh ok, I'll be there as soon as |

can. Hey, is Rachel there?

JuDl TH
Yes.

Judi th passes Rachel the phone.
| NTER CUT TELEPHONE CONVERSATI ON - CALEB AND RACHEL

( CONTI NUED)
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RACHEL
Hel | 0?
CALEB (O S.)
Hey, our neeting is right now
RACHEL
(to Judith)

M's. Hogan? Ms. Hogan, please I-1
have to go.

JUDl TH
What ? No!

RACHEL
(to Cal eb)
Sorry, | can’t neke it.

CALEB
Ok, | understand.

RACHEL (O S.)
Al right. Bye.

74 I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS - DAY

Rachel tightens her |ips and hangs up. Garvis hovers
inpatiently while Judith rifles through files.

GARVI S
Haven't you read this?

JUDI TH
| gave it to Caleb

GARVI S
| gave it to youl!l

JUDl TH
| -don’ t - have-ti ne!

Garvi s burns, but he knows it's true.

JUDI TH

Where’'s the rest of this?
RACHEL

It’s in Caleb’s office.
JUDl TH

Well, get it!

Rachel rushes out.

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDI TH
Mtch, what is going on with this
case?

I NT. DR FARRI S HOUSE - DAY
The norning sun streans in lowin Dr. Farris’ living room

Caleb sits with Dr. Farris who is on the couch in front of
his desk. Farris is in sweats, his eyes bleary and bl oodshot

fromillness. There’'s a box of tissues on the coffee table,
and a tray with hot tea, honey, and some pill bottles.
DR FARRI S
So Cal eb, what’s on your m nd?
CALEB
Vell, you know I, | really like
Patrick Henry College. Un
DR FARRI S
You're not |eaving us, are you?
CALEB
No, well, you know, | hope not. Um
(beat)
You see, in order for nme to cone
back next year, | have to win the

Moot Court Chanpionship this year.

DR. FARRI S
| don’t understand.

CALEB
(beat)
It was hard to convince nmy nomto
let me transfer to Patrick Henry.
And they’'re paying for this year,
and they will pay next year, but
only on the condition that I WN
the Moot Court Chanpionship this
year. And so uh, this is, thisis
nmore than just an acaden c exercise
for me. And uh, and that is really
why | am here. To persuade you to
l et me make the w nning argunent.
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I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Rachel organizes the files and Garvis paces. Judith studies
a folder carefully.

JUDI TH
Hm | see what you nean. The
deputy’s story did change after we
had this case awhile.

GARVI S
| think our young associ ates have
done sonething |I'’mnot gonna |ike.

Judith watches him hard. Garvis plops down besi de her.

GARVI S
| think they told himto lie.

Judith tosses the fol der behind her shoul der. GREAT.

| NT. M KE FARRI S HOUSE - DAY
Cal eb and Farris again.

FARRI S
Bef ore you give me your argumnent
Cal eb, let ne ask you a question:
have you figured out how to reverse
Roe versus Wade?

CALEB
Yes, sir. The baby is a person
under the Fourteenth Anmendnent, and
as such you can’'t deprive it of
life wthout due process.

FARRI S
Good.

CALEB
It has an inalienable right to life
granted by the Creator.

FARRI S
Excel l ent, straight out of the
Decl arati on of |ndependence. So,
when does the right to life attach?

CALEB
As soon as there is life.

( CONTI NUED)
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FARRI S
That's it.

Farris ran out of tissues. A full box is behind Cal eb

FARRI S
Can you.

CALEB
Ch, yeah.

Cal eb gets up, hands themto Farris.

CALEB
Though, it seens to depend on how
you look at it. It’s based on our
Suprene Court cases, our
Constitution and our history, but
it really is a |osing argunent.

Cal eb sits back down.

FARRIS (Q.S.)
But, do you believe in this

argunent ?

CALEB
Unh well you know, it’s sound, but
the judges won’t buy it. |’ m gonna
| ose.

FARRI S

So? You do what’'s right. Let them
do the wong thing.

I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Garvis, Judith and Rachel stand in front of the couch.
Rachel is offering coffee, which Judith is gul pi ng down.
Garvis flips through a file. Time is running out. The Muse
sticks her head in.

MOUSE
M's. Hogan, Deputy Pel hamis here.
JuUDI TH
Wll stall him | need Cal eb. He
knows this file.

Mouse pushes up her gl asses and | eaves.
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GARVI S
We need to get started NOW

JUDl TH
| CAN T.

79 I NT. DR FARRI S HOUSE - DAY
Caleb is sitting forward, hands on his knees, pleading.

CALEB
| just think I have a better chance
of winning if I ask for one snal
exception, instead of asking them
to overturn Roe v. Wade.

FARRI S
There’s no guarantee you’'re going
to Wi n anyway.

CALEB
| just don’t want to bat
one- handed.

Dr. Farris desperately wants Cal eb to under st and.

FARRI S
Cal eb, sit down.

FARRIS (O S.)
Mbot Court becones real court
bef ore you know it.

FARRI S
|’mtraining you to argue this case
in the real Suprene Court. If you
were there, would you concede that
Roe versus Wade is good | aw?

CALEB
No, no of course not.

FARRI S
Well that’s exactly what you're
doi ng when you ask the court for a
little exception.

Cal eb says not hi ng.

FARRI S
W nni ng Moot Court is great, for
the nonent. But |iving by Christian

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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FARRI S (cont’d)
principle... living by God s
ri ght eousness... Caleb, that’l
gui de your whole life.

Cal eb has heard this before. He acconplished not hing.

CALEB
Well, uh, it’s only a coupl e days
til the tournanent. So | uh, should

be goi ng.

I NT. JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CES CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Deputy Pel ham sits by Judith at the head of a |arge
conference table. The two junior attorneys, FOUR-EYES and
RAZOR LIPS, sit across fromthem Garvis stands behind the
two attorneys.

JUDI TH
Deputy Pel ham this is just
practice for a real deposition. OK?
Do you know what a deposition is?

PELHAM
The | awyers on the other side ask
guesti ons about the case and |
answer, under oath.

Garvis grabs one of the attourney’ s papers and studies it.

JUDITH (Q S.)
Good. So you’ ve done this before.

PELHAM ( Q. S)
Lots of tines.

Ner vous sil ence.

| NT. JUDI TH LAW OFFI CE HALLWAY - DAY

Cal eb rushes up stairs and down the hall. He finds Rache
carrying a box of files.

CALEB
Hey Rachel, where’s the deputy?

RACHEL
In Conference B

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
Come on. | want to show you
sonet hi ng.

He takes her box, sets it on a nearby counter, and takes her
hand. They rush away.

I NT. JUDI TH S LAW OFFI CE CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Four -eyes and Razor Lips have tons of notes. Garvis has
seated hinself so that Pelhamis in between himand Judith.
Cal eb and Rachel enter.

FOUR- EYES
Deputy Pel ham M. Fellendorf says
you didn’t have a warrant on the
ni ght you took himinto custody.

PELHAM
That’s a lie...

FOUR- EYES
The jury is going to synpathize
with the old farmer

RAZOR LI PS
If you call hima liar, they’l
puni sh you.

PELHAM
|’msure it was an unpl easant
experience for M. Fellendorf, and
he just didn't renenber everything-

FOUR- EYES
Good. Better.
PELHAM
-and the warrant’s on the county
records.
The I awyers all | ook around the table at each other.
FOUR- EYES

| think it’s good.
Judith wants to squish himlike a bug.

FOUR- EYES
He’' s ready.

Judith | ooks at Cal eb. He shakes hi s head.

( CONTI NUED)
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JUDI TH
Try himn

CALEB
Deputy Pel ham

Cal eb grabs sone papers from Four Eyes.

CALEB
-you say that you received an
anonynous phone call, relating to

you that M. Fellendorf had sone
stolen sone cattle. Is this true?

PELHAM
Yes.

CALEB
And when you got this call, you
dr opped everything that you were
doing and got a warrant to search
his shed and arrest him

PELHAM
That’ s right.

CALEB
When did you get this anonynous
cal |l ?

PELHAM
(to Judith)
|’ve already said all this.

JUDI TH
We're practicing. Say it again.

PELHAM
June ni nt h.

CALEB
June ninth. Here is the Mudi son
County Jail’s call 1og. Show ne the
dat e.

Cal eb slides several stapled sheets to Pel ham
at the records and points.

PELHAM
Ri ght there. June ninth.

67.

Pel ham | ooks
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CALEB
Ok, Here is your booking, show ng
when he was arrested. Show ne the
date to that as well.

Cal eb slides another sheet on the table. Pel ham stares at
t he paper, says not hing.

CALEB
The date?

PELHAM
June sevent h.

CALEB
You arrested himtwo days before
you ever heard of hinf? How can that
be?

Pel ham pani cs!

PELHAM
| told them| couldn’t renenber if
| had a warrant! THEY gave ne the
papers | had to use!

Four -eyes and Razor Lips AD LIB their protests.

JUDI TH
St op, stop! Enough

They all shut up. Garvis slaps his papers onto the table.

GARVI S
You two have been lying for two
years! Caleb, thank you. Let’s get
out of here.

Garvis stands up. Judith, Rachel, and Caleb all nove to the
doubl e doors. Four-eyes and Razor Lips start to gather their
t hi ngs and sneak out the back door. Garvis points at them
with his whole armas if it were a cannon.

GARVI S
You two stay right there.

They sit slowy back down. Pel ham contenpl at es.
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83 I NT. JUDITH S OFFI CE - CUBI CLES - DAY

Cal eb wal ks past sone cubicles. Rachel runs up after him

RACHEL
Cal eb!

Cal eb stops and turns. She catches up.

She | ooks

RACHEL
What happens now?
CALEB
Vell, the case goes to settlenent,

and uh, those two go to Siberia.
him sharply in the eyes.

RACHEL
No. | mean with us.
(beat)
Mbot Court.

Cal eb says not hi ng.

RACHEL
You did great in there. Stood up
for sonmething. Wiy won’t you do
that in Mot Court?

CALEB
Why didn’t you cone to the neeting
with Dr. Farris?

RACHEL
(Hesi t at es)

| couldn’t. | was busy.

CALEB
You're gonna wind up just like ny
nom

RACHEL
Hey, |’ mnot the one arguing

whatever it takes to w n!

CALEB
And 1" m not the one standing people
up so | can be the law firm s pet
sl ave!
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RACHEL
You keep changi ng the subject!
CALEB
No, that is the subject!
RACHEL
You can’t tell me what to do with
ny career!
CALEB

Oh but you can tell ne what to do
in Mot Court? Is that the way it
i s?

Suddenly, they notice that everyone in the office is | ooking
at them

I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - RANDOM COFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS -- DAY

Cal eb and Rachel retreat into a nearby office. Caleb shuts
t he door behind them

CALEB
| s that what you want? A career in
alaw firmlike this?

RACHEL
Yeah! Who woul dn’t?

Si | ence.

RACHEL
What did Farris say?

CALEB
Sane as always. Do the right thing.
Who cares if you | ose.

RACHEL

| think we’re gonna w n.
CALEB

HOWP
RACHEL

| keep telling you! Your argunent
doesn’t have to be popular. It has
to be legally sound, you have to be
prepared, and you have to deliver
wel |, and then-we-w n!
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CALEB
You t hink?

RACHEL
YES!

He wi shes he coul d believe her. He | ooks away.

RACHEL
Cal eb.

No response. She grabs his chin and swings his head around.

RACHEL
They al ways choose tough issues
like this for the conpetition.
They’ re expecting us to push the
envel ope.

Caleb is rigid.

CALEB
['11 think about it.

RACHEL
(Exasper at ed)
What are you waiting for!?

CALEB
It’s risky!

RACHEL
Yes! Take the risk!

CALEB
| said 1’1l think about it. Look,
if you don't like it, get another
partner!

RACHEL
|’d love to, but | can't find one
in four days!
Sil ence. He makes a deci si on.
CALEB
If | don't wwin this, | can’'t cone
back.

She shoots him a puzzl ed | ook.

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
It’s my nom She’'s not gunna pay
for next year unless | wn.

Rachel isn’'t surprised. She stays on course.

RACHEL

(softer now)
Make the case to overturn Roe. You
can wn.
(beat)
And it’s your chance to tel
t housands of people how.
(beat)
You have to decide, Caleb

Rachel starts toward the door

CALEB
Don't | eave like this.

She stops, but doesn’t turn.

RACHEL
|1l see you this evening. Your dad
asked nme to bake anot her apple pie.

CALEB
(1 ncredul ously)
He didn’'t even tell ne.

RACHEL
(sarcastically)
G eat timng, huh?

CALEB
(sincerely)
Perfect.

She’s struck by the sincerity in his voice. She | ooks at
him then | eaves. Caleb renains.
| NT. HOGAN HOUSE KI TCHEN - DAY
Rachel is baking pies, and Caleb sits by, watching.

CALEB

How can you be baki ng pies right
now? | can’t even tie ny shoes.
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RACHEL
What are you so worried about?
CALEB
Losing. Not winning. | don't
know. . .
He | ooks at her.
CALEB
Goi ng blind.
Rachel bl ushes .
CALEB
(beat)
Marry ne!
She smles just slightly -- it’s a joke, but she knows he’s
partly serious.
CALEB
Marry ne.
RACHEL

Cal eb... (She says this tenderly.)
My whole life |I’”ve been preparing
to be a good wife. | want a good
husband. Do you know what it takes
to nake a good marri age?

Hi s eyes betray uncertainty.

RACHEL
You renenber | asked nmy dad about
riding in the car with you?

CALEB
Yeah.

RACHEL
He’'s always told ne that | should
keep nysel f for ny husband.
shoul dn’t even hold hands until
know the man |’'mgoing to marry.

CALEB
| have never understood why you
pi cked ne for a Mot Court partner.

RACHEL
By my own way of thinking,
woul dn’t have. | see now that it

was God’ s doi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
So what now?
RACHEL
Don’t conpromi se. Stand firm
Cal eb,
He | ooks up at her.

RACHEL
...do what’s right.
| NT. HOGAN HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
A pot of coffee and cups.

Don sits in the living room deep in thought. On the coffee
table is his manuscript.

Cal eb wal ks in with Rachel, who is carrying a tray with pie
servings. They both sit. Don is on the couch in the m ddl e,
Rachel and Cal eb face each other across the coffee table.

Cal eb notices Don, still staring into nothing.
CALEB
VWhat is it?

Don snaps out of it. He hands Caleb a letter. Caleb reads
it. As he reads, he begins to light up. Rachel and Don share
a quick look inplying that they know sonething Cal eb
doesn’ t.

CALEB
Dad, this is fantastic!
(To Rachel)
He finally got a publisher for his
book.
RACHEL
Ni ce!

Don doesn’t | ook too happy about it.

CALEB
What’ s the probl enf

Don si ghs heavily.
DON
|’"mnot sure if it’s worth it. As

soon as this book comes out, |11
probably get fired.
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CALEB
No- way!
DON
For sure | won’t get tenure.
CALEB
No way! O course you' |l get

tenure! They can’t fire you! This
is terrific stuff!

DON
| mght |ose ny job.

CALEB
If youre fired, there’'s five
schools within fifty mles of here
t hat would hire you overnight. And
they won’t fire you anyway. If they
even tal k about it, you'll go in
there and get a raise instead.

DON
How?

CALEB
Wth a wthering barrage of conmon
sense, that’s how There's no
losing this, Dad! Look, this is
sonmething they' Il never hear in
t hose schools. And this is your
chance to tell thousands of
peopl e. .

Cal eb stops dead cold and | ooks at Rachel, who has a sly
| ook of triunph.

Don is gri

CALEB
You dogs.
nni ng.
RACHEL (O S.)
Mrm hmmm
CALEB
(To Don)

Ok, | think you overpl ayed the
"perturbed” look a little bit, but
otherwi se it was pretty good.
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DON
| thought it was actually really
good.
CALEB
Well, I nean, 7.5 is up there.
DON (O S.)

| ve been working on that one a
| ong tinme now.

CALEB
Vel l, uh,

DON
-yeah, | got it. W' re good. Yeah
M hi

CALEB
.

DON
k.

Everyone | ooks at each ot her.

CALEB
K.
(Beat)
W'll do it.
BIG smle from Rachel .
RACHEL

Yay.
(to Don) Good worKk.

Rachel and Don bunp fists. Don stands, slaps Caleb solidly
on the shoul der, and wal ks out, m ssion acconplished. Caleb
| eans back in his chair, thinking things over.

Rachel gazes at him.. this nonent has becone intinmate. She
of fers himcoffee.

RACHEL
You want sone of this?

CALEB
Yeah.

She stands and serves him
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CALEB
(very tenderly)
Thank you.
RACHEL
(quietly)
You' re wel cone.
Rachel sits.
87 | NT. MOOT COURT CLASS - DAY

The whole class is there for Dr. Farris’ pep talk.

FARRI S
When you practice your argunents,
don't read them The judges wll
fall asleep if you read to them In
fact, your reason for being in the
round is to answer the judges’
guestions. Wen they pepper you
with questions, ook "emin the
eye, give 'ema strai ght answer.

88 | NT. HOGAN HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

SERIES OF SHOTS in different parts of the living room as
voi ce-overs roll

[ NOTE: CAMERA |'S LOCKED DOVWN. ]
A. Caleb and Rachel study a

whi t eboar d.

B. Don wal ks across the screen with
a pizza, Caleb is still studying
whi t eboard, Rachel is |eaning back
in a chair.

C. Caleb and Rachel study at the
couch. She says sonet hing, he
shakes his head and opens a book.
She gets a book, and it’s a
page-flipping contest.

D. The two walk into the nusic
room

CALEB (V.Q)
Menori zi ng that many case citations
is a waste of tine.

RACHEL (V. Q)
When you give them exactly the
right citation without hesitation

( MORE)
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RACHEL (V.Q.) (cont’d)
you save tine. Every second counts.
Every pause, every hesitation, your
time is ticking away. W need every
advant age we can get. So we do need
to know t hose case citations.

89 | NT. HOGAN HOUSE MUSI C ROOM - DAY
Rachel gives Caleb a coy |ook. Caleb uses piano as a
| ectern.
RACHEL
| know t hem
CALEB

Chhhh! Well in that case, go ahead.

RACHEL
Bowers v. Hardw ck.

CALEB
478 U.S. 186, 1986.

RACHEL
Wnman v. Janes.

CALEB
400 U. S. 309, 1971.

RACHEL
Pierce v. Society of Sisters.

CALEB
268 U. S. 510, 1925.

RACHEL
Baker v. Carr.

CALEB
369 U. S. 196, 1962.

RACHEL
369 U.S. one eighty-six. That's
not good enough, the judge wl|
| ook at the wong page and you’ Il
be wasting seconds out of the
argunment, and every second counts.

CALEB

| know. Keep going, we'll cone back
toit.
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RACHEL
(Sigh) Giswold v. Connecticut.

Cal eb hesitates, checks papers.

CALEB
Un ok. I'"msorry, | actually don’t
seem to have that one.

RACHEL
Oh cone on! It’s the | andmark case
on the constitutional right of

privacy!
CALEB
Just kidding! 381 U S. 479,
ni neteen sixty-fiiiiiiive. Mmm
He punps his arm- "ka-CH NG " - nuscl eman pose. Rachel

balls up a paper, throws it at him msses. He turns and
| ooks at her.

CALEB
You wanna try that again?

She keeps throw ng papers at him Finally:

CALEB

W’ re gonna win, aren’t we?
RACHEL

Yes... we just have to figure out

how.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

They’ re back at the white board, on an easel by the couch.
There’s a lot of stuff witten on the board, but nost
prom nent is two words circled together:

"14t h Anendnent => LI FE"

CALEB
There’s no argunent that the
fourteenth amendnent protects life.
The whol e issue is: is that baby
alive?

RACHEL
Proving it is the problem The
courts are all over the place on
this. I can’t make any sense of it.
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CALEB
Dr.Farris was right about this.
(beat)
Proving it is not just a problem--
it’s inpossible.

RACHEL
W&’ re gonna have to prove it.
CALEB
W can’'t.
RACHEL
Way not ?
CALEB

You can’t define life
scientifically. It’s a noral
guestion. It’s philosophy. It’s not
sci ence.

RACHEL
I f the judges are going to protect
t he baby, they’ re gonna have to
believe he’'s alive.

CALEB
Renmenber what Farris said?
(beat)
You said, "the point is, the baby’' s
alive," and he said, "I agree, but
what if you didn’'t have to prove
it?"
(beat)

How does a court believe sonething
you don’t have to prove?

RACHEL
If it’s already in the record.

CALEB
(overl appi ng)
- already in the record.

RACHEL
Ri ght .

CALEB
Somewhere in all those cases is a
| egal finding that the baby in the
wonb is alive.
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Rachel checks her watch

RACHEL
OK. Let’s get to it.

They get to it.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - LATER

Rachel is asleep, curled up on the couch under a bl anket.
Caleb is next to her, legs stretched out on the ottoman. Don
wal ks in behind them sees them stops. He conmes up behind
Cal eb, | eans over, whispers sonething in his ear. Caleb
stirs.

CALEB
Yes sir.

Don pats his shoul der and wal ks out. Caleb gets up slowy,
obviously tired, and coll apses on the chair beside the sofa.
| NT. PHC LI BRARY "OAK TABLE" - DAY

Cal eb and Rachel at the sane oak table. Rachel pours over

several yellow pages of hand-witten notes and Cal eb nesses
wi th his |aptop.

CALEB
Ch NO

RACHEL
VWhat is it?

CALEB

My hard drive just died. Al ny
not es, every case, ny whole
argunent .

RACHEL
| warned you about technol ogy.

CALEB
Vel |,

He sl aps 300 pages on the table.

CALEB
Good thing ny printer works.

She sm rks.
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RACHEL
Yeah.

CALEB
| m gonna need a truckl oad of
| abel s.

She hands him a couple of stacks of sticky notes. She plays
with a pencil.

CALEB
Can | have a pencil?

Rachel smles and finally hands hi mone.

RACHEL
What woul d you do without me?

Cal eb i s suddenly serious.

CALEB
Hopef ul I y not hi ng

Rachel is conpletely caught off guard. She smles a slightly
nervous smle and | ooks down at her papers.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Cal eb and Rachel cone back after some intense studies.

Rachel carries books and Cal eb a pizza, his basebal
bal anci ng on top.

CALEB
Deep di sh pepperoni nom

JUDI TH
Hey there! Rachel, do you have that
book?

RACHEL
Yes nma’ am

CALEB
Wah! ... Aaron Blair? You know this
guy? The retired Suprene Court
Justice?

RACHEL

He wote a concurrence on Roe. Ew.
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JUDI TH
Thank you Rachel .

Judith feels enbarrassed but she’'s not sure why. She grabs
t he book quickly and retreats.

CALEB
(Calling to Judith)
You want sone of this?

EXT. PARKI NG LOT

Don, in his car, waits to get out of a packed parking |ot.
H s window is open as he listens to the radio.

RADI O NEWS ANCHOR
The parents of a young woman who
had an abortion are asking the
court to uphold a Nebraska | aw
requiring doctors to notify the
parents of m nors who seek an
abortion. The abortion clinic's
attorney is a promnent |awer in
t he Washi ngton ar ea.

WOAH, what ? Don knows exactly who that |awer is! He's
instantly upset, nouth twi sted. He shuts his eyes and tosses
hi s head back agai nst the headrest.

RADI O NEWS ANCHOR
- and in an interesting tw st, her
son is conpeting in the final
rounds of the national Mot Court
chanpi onshi p.

I NT. JUDITH S LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Don waits for Judith. He's | ooking down. Judith wal ks in al
sm | ey.

JUDI TH
Hey! What are you doi ng here?

DON
You’' re working on that abortion
case aren’t you.

Judith turns on her defense.
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JUDI TH
Yes, | am
DON
You stop i nmedi ately.
JUDI TH
Il will not.
DON

| want you off that case! Reassign
it!

JUDl TH
No!

They exchange defiant | ooks. Don clenches his jaw. Finally,
Don storns out.

| NT. HOGAN HOUSE DI NI NG ROOM - N GHT

Don comes down the stairs with a duffel bag. Don stops at
the breakfast table, gets his Bible. Judith appears.

JUDI TH
Where are you goi ng?
DON
My brother’s house.
JUDI TH
Don, please just let ne do this one
case in-
DON
(gravel y)

You KNOW how | feel about this.

JUDI TH
There is a pregnant girl out there
who needs hel p, and you want to
make her tell her parents!?

DON
She can’t get her teeth pulled
W t hout her parents’ perm ssion,
but she can kill a baby w thout
even telling them ?

Cal eb hears them as he cones down the stairs.
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DON
Don’t you see what’'s wong with
t hat ?
JUDI TH

Her parents can’t force her to rip
her teeth out!

DON
That nekes no sense at all

JUuDI TH
They don’t all want to kill their
babi es!

DON
What ?

Don focuses. Judith sniffs, tears are stream ng down her

f ace.

It’s too

DON (O S.)

| don’t understand.
DON

Judith, | don’t understand.
JUDI TH

(beat)

... | got pregnant.

(beat)

And | told ny parents. And they
forced me to get an abortion.

much for Don to process.

DON
You never told ne that.

Judith cups her face in her hands. Sniffles. Looks back at
Don with ferocity.

JUDI TH
There are girls whose parents have
no busi ness giving any advice to
anybody!

DON
Then teach themto be better
parents. But don’t protect
Patterson Medical so they can keep
on killing babies!
(beat)

( MORE)
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DON (cont’ d)
Way didn’t you ever tell ne this?
(beat)
We coul d have been working on this
a long tinme ago.

Judi th sobs.

DON
Your parents did the wong thing
when you told them
(beat)
You're not going to fix that by
def endi ng abortion clinics.

They stare at each other. Judith exhales. The | ook in her
eyes says that she’s not going to change her stance on this
i ssue.

DON
a go think about this. Then

got t
Il be back.

I
| 1
Don | eaves her with Cal eb.
JUDI TH
So now what am | supposed to do?
Just quit?

CALEB
Yes.

Cal eb | eaves her. She shakes her head like that's the
stupi dest thing he could have said.
EXT. PHC CAMPUS - DAY
A crisp norning at PHC
ANNCOUNCER (V. Q.)

Wel come to the national Mot Court

Chanpi onshi p.
| NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM MONTAGE - DAY
A stuffed courtroom watches various conpetitors.

SUPER FI RST ROUND
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STUDENT 1
You’ ve been presented with
conpel I'i ng evi dence show ng you
that the fetus isn’'t viable.

STUDENT 2
...this court has affirned that the
2nd Anendnent grants the right of
sel f defense...

DAVE
...You Honor, the 14th Anendnent
guarantees life and liberty...

STUDENT 3
...out of proportion, and has
beconme a huge political fiasco

SUPER: SECOND ROUND

STUDENT 4
...we believe our position is well
supported by precedent

STUDENT 5
...this leads into their
appl i cation of Wom ng

SUPER: SEM - FI NALS

STUDENT 6
... The accusation that our
argument s have been rooted in
religious fundanmentalism.

RACHEL
...over 43 mllion abortions have
been perforned...

CALEB
... We nust weigh the burden pl aced
on the individual with the
legitimate interest of the
government in m nd.

99 | NT. FOUNDER S HALL - DAY
The hall is absolutely packed! Everyone is turned the sane
direction, listening to the announcer over |oud speakers.
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ANNCOUNCER V. O
...and Cal eb Hogan and Rachel
Morton representing Patrick Henry
Col | ege.

Cal eb and Rachel sit in the hall on nice arncthairs. Rache
flips through a binder, Caleb has his el bows on his knees.

CALEB
lt’s all down to this.

RACHEL
Hey, renenber, be reasonable. No
one is better prepared than we are.

CALEB
Definitely.

Caleb rises as he sees his father com ng down a flight of
stairs.

CALEB
Hey dad!

Don joins them

CALEB
| feel great about this.

DON
| uh, just found out sonething very
i nteresting.

Cal eb | ooks at him

DON
It seens |ike one of the judges is
a retired Suprene Court
justice. (beat)
He’s one of the judges who voted
for Roe v. Wade.

Cal eb takes that in.
CALEB
(Di sgust ed)
Aaron Blair?
Don nods.
CALEB

(Wi speri ng)
Oh man!
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DON
Wul d have been nice to have won
this one, huh?

CALEB
k... should I use ny fallback? You
know he won’t like to hear ne
asking himto overturn Roe.

Don's face instantly turns grave. He takes a step in,
towards his son. He straightens up, head held high. H s eyes
never |eave Caleb’s as he offers his son a hunble, soft

reply.

DON
Fiat justicia, et pereat nundus.

A pause. Don fixes Caleb’s tie for a nonent. His eyes return
to Cal eb’s.

DON
Don’t you agree?

Don puts a father’s hand to Caleb’s cheek, waits a nonent,
and then | eaves. Caleb is sober.

RACHEL
What was that?
CALEB
"Do the right thing, come what

may. "

EXT. SUPREME COURT - DAY
Respl endent. Powerful. Controversial. A classical building
hosting postnoderni st occupants. Judith steps into view,
stern, ready. She exhales, and then runs up he steps.

FADE TO BLACK

FADE | N

I NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

Cal eb and Rachel sit together on one side of the courtroom
It’s the final round.

Judges Blair, Wiitney, and Gissomsit at the bench. The
courtroomis full, and everyone is on their feet. The
president of the conpetition, Professor Kanen, is at a

m crophone in front of the bench, and faces the audi ence.
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KAMEN
Judging the final round are sone of
our nation’s nost distinguished
jurists.

KAMEN (O S.)
Justice Gissom Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Texas; Judge
Whitney of the Fifth Grcuit Court

of Appeal s.

KAMEN
Ladi es and gentl enen, we are
honored to have a retired Associate
Justice of the United States
Suprenme Court Justice Aaron Blair.

Rachel and Caleb want to grimace. Instead, they | ook down,
t heir countenance has fallen.

JUSTI CE BLAIR
It is an opportunity, and indeed a
privilege, to shape the next
generation of |awers,

Rachel turns to Cal eb, whispers:

RACHEL
(above Bl air)
Caleb, just do it

Cal eb = hopel ess.

JUSTI CE BLAIR
to influence our culture, and to
|l ay the groundwork for a nore
enl i ghtened and wel | - ordered
soci ety.

102 | NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

The justices enter fromthe robing roomand take their
seats. It’s a quiet, solem nonent.

ANNOUNCER
...the Honorabl e Chief Justice and
t he Associate Justices of the
Suprene Court of the United States.

Oray Oyay Oyay.
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I NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

Cal eb sl owly approaches the podi um

| NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

Judith wal ks to podi um

I NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
May it please the court -- ny nanme
is Cal eb Hogan.

| NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

JUDI TH
-pl ease the court, | amJudith
Hogan and | represent the
Respondent, Patterson Medica
Services. The State Suprene Court
hel d that the pregnant girl did not
have to notify her parents, and,
rightly so because this court held
in Roe v. Wade that she has a
fundanental right which the state
cannot burden with such a
requi renent. ..

I NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
- the burden on the pregnant girl
is so light, and the parental
interest is so conpelling, al
we’'re asking the court to do is
sinply allow the state to require
her to notify her parents.

JUSTI CE BLAIR
You' re asking us to weigh the young
lady’s right to an abortion agai nst

her parents’ right to know about
it?

Cal eb shoots a | ook at Rachel .
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CALEB
Yeah, well, in a sense.

She | ooks worri ed.

JUSTI CE BLAIR
So you’' re concedi ng that Roe v.
Wade is good |law. The young lady’s
right to an abortion was absol ute
because the fetus wasn’t viable.

Cal eb can see his "sure to win" argunent falling apart. He's
stunped. He turns to | ook behind him and there's Dr.

Farris, watching. Dr. Farris nods. Cal eb sees Rachel as
well. He turns back to the judges, makes a choi ce.

CALEB
Your Honor, not only was he viabl e,
but was in fact alive. And you
can't-just-kill a BABY.

JUSTI CE BLAIR
A senior biologist with thirty
years of experience testified that
the fetus wasn’t viable.

CALEB
(beat)
He said nothing about the viability
of the fetus in the wonb. THAT is
the issue. They tear the baby out
of his only neans of |ife support
and say, "Ww, | ook at that, our
machi nes can’t sustain its life."
And sonehow, that proves its not
vi abl e? You know, your Honor, that
their own reasoni ng assunes t hat
the child is alive in the nother.

QUICK CUT TO Judith at the podi um

CALEB (V.Q.)
The very question of viability-

Back to Cal eb.
CALEB

-assunes that he's alive. Now can
we keep himalive?
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| NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

JUDI TH
The fetus is not alive, according
to biology and ethics-

SUPREME COURT JUDGE
The question of when life begins in
not a |legal question. It’s not even
a scientific question.

JUDI TH
Surely biology can answer that.
O herwi se, what's it good for?

I NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
Biology tells us what things do. It
doesn’t tell us what things are.

| NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

I NT. MOOT

JUDI TH
A bi ol ogist certainly can testify
whet her the fetus is a human life.

COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
It’s not a biological question.
He’s no nore of an expert on the
guestion of when |life begins than |
am

JUSTI CE BLAI R
K, that’s the science issue, but
what about the legal; why isn’t
that a matter for the courts?

CALEB
Federal judges can never resolve
this. Al they can do is decide
based on their own nora
preferences. And that is no | ega
standard. That’'s fiat. It’s raw
power .
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SUPREME COURT - DAY

JuDl TH
It is determ ned by | egal standards
t hat bal ance the rights of the
pregnant girl against the right of
her parents to know if she wants an
abortion. That is a | egal question.

MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
It avoids the real issue: Is that
thing inside the woman’ s body
alive? And if it is, we cannot
sinply go in there and kill it.

SUPREME COURT - DAY

JUDI TH
In this case, the State passed a
| aw defining viability, and
the rights of the parents, and the
rights of the child seeking an
aborti on.

MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
So which aws will govern? The ones
made by the people or the ones nade
by the judges?

SUPREME COURT - DAY

JUDI TH
When the people of a state pass a
| aw by the political process
defining life and its value, then
judges nmust interpret that |aw

MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
Interpret the |law, sure. But
repl ace the people’s definition of
life with his own, that’s quite
different. The courts never shoul d
( MORE)
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CALEB (cont’ d)
have gone this route, and now t hat
t hey have, they need to recogni ze
it as a terrible m stake.

Justice Blair is incredul ous.

JUSTI CE BLAIR
Overturn Roe v. Wade and just |et
the states deal with it thensel ves?

CALEB
The grounds for overruling Roe v.
Wade are found in Roe itself, in
the majority opinion you joined,
your Honor.

Blair looks like he'll burst a vein

| NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

I NT. MOOT

SUPREME COURT JUDGE
Roe quoted extensively from an
Anmeri can Medi cal Associ ation
report. "The third reason of the
frightful extent of this crine”
t hey’ re speaki ng of abortion
council, "is found-

COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
"- is found in the grave defects of
our | aws, both common and st at ute,
as regards the independent and
actual existence of the child
before birth, as a living being."

| NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

JUDI TH
It’s not a baby your honor, it is a
fetus.

95.
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121 I NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
Look at the date.

122 | NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

JUDI TH
Your honor, |'mnot sure how this
relates to the scientific proof of
the young lady in this case.

SUPREME COURT JUDGE
That report was issued in 1859.

SUPREME COURT JUDGE 2
The Fourteenth Anendnent was
ratified in 1868. The scientific
consensus at that tine was that-

123 | NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY
CALEB
-that an unborn child was a person
and killing himwas a crine.
QUI CK DI SSCLVE TO Judith, a short, panicked breath. Back to
Cal eb.
CALEB
Hi s protection is already enshrined
in the Fourteenth Anmendnent. If you
change that, you need to add
anot her anmendnent. Judges were
never meant to have this kind of
policy making authority.
124 | NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

JUDI TH
The federal courts were
deliberately insulated from
political influence so they
woul dn’t fear political
repercussi ons. The opposition
forgets this.



97.

125 I NT. MOOT COURT COURTROOM - DAY

CALEB
Respectful ly, your Honor; but it is
the courts that have forgotten
their function, which is to decide
l aw, and not to make policy. And I
must to say, it is a threat to our
denocracy, it is a threat to our
freedons and it is a threat to
t he stability of our nation, when
j udges make deci si ons w thout any
fear of the people. The Declaration
of I ndependence, recognized at
| east forty tines as a legally
bi ndi ng docunent by this court,
tells us that all nen are endowed
by their Creator with certain
unal i enabl e Ri ghts, and anopng
t hese-

He turns to Rachel. He says this next line for her.

CALEB
-is Life.

He turns to | ook at the judges... and sits back down. Rache
| ooks at hi madoringly. The audi ence claps. She hugs his arm
as much as she can wi thout being too "warm and fuzzy".
Rachel leans in close to Cal eb
RACHEL

(Sotto)
You were wonder ful .

126 I NT. SUPREME COURT - DAY

Al is quiet as Judith gathers her papers.

127 EXT. FOUNDER S HALL - DAY

Cal eb, Rachel, and Don stand in Founder’s Hall. Don clasps a
hand on Cal eb’ s shoul der.

DON
You did well.

CALEB
What about you and Monf

( CONTI NUED)
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DON
Don't worry. She’s mne for life.

Rachel smles, Dr. Farris wal ks up and shakes hands.

DR FARRI S
That was outstanding, | am so proud
of you guys!

RACHEL
So what do you think?

DR FARRI S
Well we' |l know soon enough.

128 I NT. JUDITH S LAWOFFI CE - N GHT

Judith is | eaning over her knees behind her desk, you can
hardly see her. Then she sits up and sweeps her hair behind
her ears. She dabs her eyes. Then she sighs, and her eyes
fall on

CALEB ON COVWPUTER
Not only was he viable, but he was
in fact alive. And you
can’t-just-kill a BABY. He said
not hi ng about the viability of the
fetus in the wonb. That is the
i ssue. They tear the baby out of
his only neans of |ife support, and
say, "Ww | ook at that, out
machi nes can’t sustain its life.
And sonehow, that proves it’s not
vi abl e?

Judith skips to the end of the video.

CALEB ON COVWPUTER
You know, your Honor that their own
reasoni ng assunes that the child is
alive in the nother

ON HER LAPTOP: Appl ause. Rachel takes his armw th both of
hers. Rachel |ooks at himand speaks, "you were wonderful ."

JUDI TH
(nout hi ng out the words)
"You were wonderful."

Judith tapes sonething, w pes her face again, pauses. She
snatches her cell phone and flips it open.
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99.

EXT. FOUNDER S HALL - NI GHT
Don’s cell phone rings. He steps away from Cal eb and Rachel .
| NTER- CUT TELEPHONE CONVERSATI ON - DON AND JUDI TH

DON
Hel | 0?

JUDI TH
(whi npering, in tears)
Hel | o, Don?
DON
(beat)
So, howd it go?

JUuDl TH
| don’t know.

Her eyes well up, but she controls it. Don says nothing.

JuDl TH
What about Cal eb?

DON
He | ost.

She wi pes her chin with a tissue, her eyes fill.

JUDI TH
Don, can we have di nner together?
DON
|’d love to. Were?
JUDI TH
Home.
DON
Wul d you like me to cook?
JUDI TH
No. That’'s ok. I’Il cook. What

woul d you |ike?

DON
| don’t know. Surprise ne.

JUDI TH
k. You got it. Anything el se?

( CONTI NUED)
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DON
Anyone el se going to be there?
JUDI TH
No. Just you and ne.
DON
Then | think we're good.
JUDI TH
|1l see you at hone... please

hurry.

EXT. JUDITH S LAWOFFI CE - N GHT

Judith is drai ned as she wal ks out of the office,

recepti oni

She st ops,

She wal ks

She’ s gone,

st... and here cones M TCH GARVI S.

GARVI S
Judi t h!

turns. He cl oses in.

GARVI S
There’s a party at ny house
t oni ght .
JUDI TH
Not this time Mtch.
GARVI S
But it’s for you.
JUDI TH
No.
GARVI S
| have guests expecting you!
JUDI TH
No!
out .
GARVI S
Later?
JUDITH (O S.)
Nooooooooo!

100.

past the

and Garvis checks to see if anyone’s | ooking.
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EXT. FOUNDER S HALL - N GHT
Rachel , Cal eb and Rachel are in a group outside.

DON
You have a ride, don’t you?

CALEB
Yeah. You.

DON
Can you get another one? | have a
date with your Mom

RACHEL
Ooh.

DON
W' Il see ya.

CALEB
k.

An eager Don is gone in a flash.

RACHEL
My brother’s comng to get ne..
(of f his | o0k)
Dad wants to neet you.

CALEB
Hey, that’ Il work.

EXT. CITY STREET - N GHT

An SWV pulls up. Abig guy in ared t-shirt and jeans cones
out. Cal eb and Rachel have been waiting and she rushes to
hi m

RACHEL
Wesl| ey!

VESLEY
Rachel Rachel!

She junps into his arns and hugs him then pulls himover to
the curb.

RACHEL
Hey, cone on. Hey Caleb, this is ny
br ot her Wesl ey.

Wesl ey sticks out a beefy, calloused hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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CALEB
Ni ce to neet you

VESLEY
Yeah, Rachel told ne everything
about vyou.

CALEB
Real | y?

VESLEY
Mrmm hmmm

An accusi ng | ook at Rachel.

VESLEY
And | gotta tell you...
RACHEL
Stop it. Go put the bags in the

car.
(To Cal eb) You are so busted, you
know t hat ?

CALEB
Yeah, yeah | guess | do.

RACHEL
Are you tired? You want Caleb to
drive?

VESLEY

Yeah actually that’d be great.
He puts the keys in Caleb’s hands.

VESLEY
As soon as | get back | gotta get
to work.

CALEB
Yeah... no problem

VEESLEY
| was just kidding with you man.

They laugh a little and head to the car. Wsley starts to

open the door for Rachel... Caleb butts in.
CALEB
Hey, uh, yeah I'1l... I’'Il get that
actual ly.

( CONTI NUED)
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WESLEY
| always do it.

CALEB
No.

Cal eb gets the door for her.

133 | NT. HOGAN HOUSE DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Judith has set the table with the fine china, crystal, and
silverware. She lights the sleek white taper candles and
checks her work. She’s wearing a dress, Don’ favorite.

The door opens and cl oses. She turns around, catches her
reflection in the china hutch, checks her hair... and Don
wal ks in. She’s nervous. As she turns to him he takes off
his jacket and puts in on a chair. Don wal ks cl oser.

DON
Smel | s awesone.

JUDI TH
Are you hungry?

DON
Not really.

JUDI TH
"1l go turn it off.

DON
| al ready did.

They | ook at each other for a I ong beat. Don holds out his
hand, and Judith approaches, taking his hand. He hol ds her
tenderly. Don kisses his wife.

134 | NT. WESLEY' S CAR - NI GHT

Wesl ey sleeps in the back seat. Caleb drives. Rachel sits in

t he passenger seat. Cal eb sees her hand on the arnrest

between them He |ooks at it, shifts in his seat. Her hand

is very close. Rachel sees himl ooking. Caleb clenches his

jaw and drives. Rachel |ooks out the passenger w ndow...
and she sm | es.

FADE TO BLACK
FADE | N:
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135 | NT. HOGAN HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Don’s cell phone rings on the counter. Dan snatches it and
flips it open.

DON
This is Don

Rl CHARD ON PHONE
H Don

DON
Ri chard, hi. How are you?

Rl CHARD ON PHONE
I’mfine. Is Rachel there?

DON
Yes.

RI CHARD ON PHONE
Good I'’mon ny way.

DON
| see.

DI NG DONG Doorbell rings. Caleb wal ks to the door to get
it.

DON
Hol d on just a nonent.

RI CHARD ON PHONE
|’ ve... been praying about this.

DON
| under st and.

Rl CHARD ON PHONE
| " ve made a deci si on.

DON
Have to told her yet?

RI CHARD ON PHONE
No. But | will.

DON
Al right.

Rl CHARD ON PHONE
Call me later?

( CONTI NUED)
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DON
Yes. Thank you for your call.

Rl CHARD ON PHONE
Bye

DON
Bye bye.

Caleb returns fromthe door carrying a nmediumsized
cardboard box. He sets it on a | ow bookshelf on which his
father is |eaning on.

Judith hears the commotion and opens the gl ass door of the
music roomto join them They crowd around the box
expectantly and Don pulls out a hardback textbook. They al
| ook at it proudly. Caleb grabs it.

CALEB
Ww dad, this is amazi ng! Gosh!
Your nane’s awfully small. ..

JuDl TH
Hey.

They all chuckl e.

CALEB
So was it worth it?

Don | ooks at it, thoughtfully. Pause.
DON
You bet! | didn't want to teach at
t hat school anyway.

He puts his textbook down, | eans on the box and | ooks at his
son.

DON
And how about you? Was it worth it?
CALEB
Losi ng? Not goi ng back to PHC?
(beat)
Yeah. It’s always worth doing the
ri ght thing.

Don | ooks at Judith. She reaches for her purse, pulls out an
envel ope and hands it to her husband. He hands it to Cal eb.
Cal eb opens it, and his face beans.

Caleb joyfully gasps

( CONTI NUED)
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Cal eb holds a check -- it was ripped, but it’s been taped
back together -- and he REVEALS two nore checks! Cal eb hugs
hi s not her.

CALEB
Thanks Mom

JuUDI TH
You' re wel cone.

DON
That’ s three years tuition. Now all
you gotta do is worry about your
st udi es.

| NT. HOME OFFI CE - DAY

Rachel works at the conputer -- a cup of coffee next to her.
She types sonething on her "Rachel’s Reci pes"” bl og.

Her cell phone rings. She picks it up, |ooks at the caller
| D. She hesitates, flips it open.

RACHEL
Hel | 0?

She gets out of her chair pivots around so her back faces
us.

RACHEL

"1l call you later ok? | |ove you.

Bye.
| NT. HOMVE OFFI CE THROUGH THE DOUBLE DOORS - CONTI NUOUS
Thr ough the 15-Light French doors, Rachel is frozen.
Suddenly she turns and bursts through the doors, into the
Hogan’s living room
| NT. HOGAN HOUSE LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
The Hogans turn to Rachel.

RACHEL
That was ny dad.

Cal eb gets that "uh oh" |ook. Rachel and Cal eb | ook at each
ot her.

Rachel has a | ook of disbelief that resolves into a snile.

( CONTI NUED)
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RACHEL
He said Yes!

Cal eb breathes a big sigh of relief. They stare at each
ot her.

Cal eb’ s parents are delighted.

Cal eb and Rachel wal k toward each other, and they stop. He
takes her hand delicately into his, as if to never let go.

CLI P MONTAGE

CALEB (V.Q.)
My father was right.

FADE | N FROM BLACK:
Judi th and Don enbrace.

CALEB (V. Q)
|f you don’t believe your wife is
preci ous, you won't cherish her.

Rachel s face, beam ng

CALEB (V.Q.)
|f you don’t believe |ove is best
when it’s pure and new, you won’t
wait patiently for it.

Child plays by a stream but suddenly vani shes.

CALEB (V.Q.)
I f you don’t believe the baby in
the wonb is the |iving handi work of
God, you'll do nothing to protect
hi m

FADE TO BLACK

CALEB (V. Q)
What do you believe?

THE END



